
UNSHAKABLE
FRIDAY:  JUNE 8, 2020

READ:  GENESIS 32:22-25

SCRIPTURE VERSE:  “So Jacob was left alone. A man struggled with him until morning.” - Gen.32:24

TODAY’S THOUGHT:  “UNSHAKEABLE WHEN CRISIS COMES”

It was March 1861, the young United States of America facing it greatest crisis to that point, was swearing in a new President.  
The President, Abraham Lincoln.  The crisis: seven of the 31 states had voted to leave the Union.  Civil war was breaking out 
across the nation.  The decisions that President Lincoln would make over the next several months proved to make a massive dif-
ference in the history of our country.  Due to Lincoln’s unwillingness to compromise in crisis, the founding principles of our infant 
nation nor his strong spiritual convictions, the nation was saved.

In handling the crisis of a nation at war, we learn three noteworthy lessons from President Lincoln.  As the war prolonged the 
Confederates frequently pushed to negotiate a peaceful coexistence between the United States and an independent republic 
of slaveholders.  Thankfully, President Lincoln and his cabinet were able to withstand these efforts assuring that all men would 
live as freemen.   What enabled Lincoln to navigate such turbulent times was his ability as a leader to expertly manage top 
politicians; relate well with the people of the country; and masterfully and clearly deal with his military leaders. 

First of all, the President, in managing his political team, welcomed differences of opinion but never shirked from his responsi-
bility to make hard decisions.  Secondly, Lincoln had learned early on how to relate well with the general public.  The doors to 
the White House were open to all who wanted access to the President.  It was always Lincoln’s hope during the crisis, for an 
emancipated nation, that he closed his Gettysburg Address with these words, “that this nation, under God, shall have a new 
birth of freedom – and that government of the people, by the people, for the people, shall not perish from the earth.”  And 
finally, Lincoln’s ultimate success as a leader came due to his relationship with his Army commanders. The President understood 
that he and his generals were dealing with circumstances far beyond anything they had been trained for or that experience 
had prepared them for.  And with that Lincoln conveyed his absolute confidence in his general to be vigilant and self-reliant in 
carrying out his duties for the country.

In our text today we read about another man who faced a crisis in life.  That man’s name was Jacob.  Jacob needed a turn-
around in his life.  And it would take a crisis to get his attention and turn his life completely around for God’s purpose.  For 
Jacob the crisis out in front of him was his brother Esau.  Jacob was returning home after being gone for 20 years and for all 
he knew Esau was waiting for him on a mission of revenge.  Yet behind him, Jacob faced the dismay of old uncle Laban.  Either 
way Jacob went he was marching straight into a minefield of crisis.  Jacob found himself in a crisis situation like many of us 
sometimes do.  And like Jacob, we can find ourselves stuck and afraid.  And it was President Lincoln who found himself at times 
stuck and afraid as well.  

Right now, we find ourselves in unchartered waters of crisis.  We find ourselves in crisis as a country, as a culture, as a church, 
as individuals, and as families.  Life has placed us all in a jam.  For Jacob, his jam was all of his own making, while the jam we 
find ourselves in really had nothing to do with anything we did.  We have no control over when pestilence and plague will hit.  
But God used Jacob’s jam to allow him to see how foolish he had been and how much he had offended God.  Just as God 
used Jacob’s crisis to teach and show him His will for his life, He is and will do the same for us.  What a mercy times of crisis 
can be!  We have witnessed how sickness, the loss of a loved one, a national emergency, and a public outcry can be used of 
God to humble our hearts and to call upon his name.  Sometimes God’s appointed means of grace is allowing us to get stuck 
and afraid.

In verse 24 we find that Jacob has separated himself for his entire family and clan.  It’s in those times when we find ourselves in 
a place all alone that God can work on our hearts.   You see, up to his time in Jacob’s life, he had been prideful and arrogant.  
Once he finds himself alone, he is able to admit that he is stuck and afraid.  Stuck, afraid, and wrestling with God, I would say 
Jacob was having a crisis!  But in the midst of crisis Jacob was able and willing to say, “I am unworthy.”[5]  This is the kind of 
humility that drives us to Jesus, the Savior.  Jacob’s life was transformed by his encounter with God.  We will never be convert-
ed ourselves unless we are convinced that we as individuals are wretched, miserable sinners.  And whether or not God uses a 
tangible crisis to get us to this point, this is the real crisis to which we must come.  A crisis of conviction!



• What is the current crisis you face?

• Have you realized that, apart from Christ, you are stuck like a stone in the mud?

• Where do you find yourself “stuck” and “afraid” in your situation?

• Have you wrestled with God about your crisis?

• Have you come to the “I am unworthy” point of yourself?

FURTHER READING:  HOSEA 12

SPEND SOME TIME IN PRAYER: 

A=adoration  C=confession  T=thanksgiving  S=supplication

Finding Peace in crisis,  

Pastor Randy


