
MONDAY | JUNE 28, 2021

READ:  PROVERBS 3:1-10  

SCRIPTURE VERSE:  “My son, do not forget my teaching. Keep my commands in your heart.  They will help you live for 
many years. They will bring you success.” - Proverbs 3:1-2

TODAY’S THOUGHT:  

Over the past ten-plus days, our focus has been on trusting God with everything in our lives, especially our money. In today’s 
culture, this can be a challenging subject to swallow. But, unfortunately, our purchases and how we choose to spend our time 
and money inform us of what’s most important. It becomes a spiritual check-up on the health of our relationship with God. The 
question is, do we trust God? If not, how do we learn to trust?

In Proverbs 3, Solomon provides for us a treasure trove of wisdom. It is wisdom more valuable than the finest college education 
and comes at a much-reduced price! His theme for the chapter proclaims that we will lead a successful life as we act wisely 
toward God and men. Included in those wise actions is trusting God in everything but especially our finances.  

We have all had particular persons in our lives that have taught us an unforgettable lesson or skill to use in life. Maybe it was a 
mom or dad, a teacher, or perhaps a coach. In Proverbs 3, Solomon writes to us from the perspective of a teacher appealing 
to his student. His appeal is not to forget “the teaching” and to keep “the commands” given. The teacher provides three motives 
that should lead the student to obey his instruction.   

The teaching refers to the “torah,” the first five books of the Old Testament, and the commands to live by are the ten com-
mandments. With this understanding, we can see the appeal not to forget what is written in God’s Word and live by the ten 
commandments. The motivation for us students to obey is: First, obedience leads to the lengthening of days; when we live godly 
lives, it tends to lead to good health, thus a more extended life. Second, obedience leads to years of life, a life God promises 
to measure by quality as well as quantity. The godly life always leads to an abundant life of happiness and enjoyment. And 
third, the obedient life leads to a life of peace and total well-being. A peace derived in contentment and tranquility from living 
a godly life. The bottom line is this; there are many choices between wisdom and folly and choices that lead to life and death. 
If you want a safe, confident, and contented life, then trust and obey the teaching and commands of God’s Word. They are 
indeed words of wisdom!

• What is Solomon referring to when he said, “do not forget my teaching?”

• What commands is he telling us to keep? Why?

• What are the motivations to follow God’s Word and His commands?

• How might we apply these truths to our time, talent, and treasure?

 FURTHER READING:  EXODUS 20:1-21

SPEND SOME TIME IN PRAYER:  A=ADORATION  C=CONFESSION  T=THANKSGIVING  S=SUPPLICATION
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TUESDAY | JUNE 29, 2021

READ:  PROVERBS 3:1-10 

SCRIPTURE VERSE:  “Don’t let love and truth ever leave you. Tie them around your neck. Write them on the tablet of your 
heart. Then you will find favor and a good name in the eyes of God and people.” 
 - Proverbs 3:3-4

TODAY’S THOUGHT:  

Yesterday we discovered that remembering God’s Word and keeping His commands is the foundation for wisdom and leads to 
a godly life of peace and contentment. So we continue our look into Proverbs 3 with a dive into the truth found in verses three 
and four. One of the great lessons of this Proverb from Solomon is that our beliefs and behaviors belong together. What we be-
lieve affects how we behave. That being the case, it becomes essential that we get our ideas about God right. Through know-
ing God’s Word, listening, and obedience, wisdom promises long life, and prosperity. Although this is a common theme in the 
Proverbs, we cannot and should not take this prosperity to mean some crude financial benefit for righteousness. Living a godly 
life does not necessarily mean we will be monetarily rich but that our life will be healthy physically, fiscally, and in relationship 
with others. 

Today’s text is less about the external ethics of obedience and reward and more about the internal motivation of love and faith-
fulness to the truth. Wisdom demonstrates love and truth are to be the character of our heart and worn as a necklace around 
our neck. He even goes a step further, instructing us to write them on our hearts. “Some have suggested that the binding of love 
to the neck means that it is here a kind of necklace that beautifies the individual. But the parallel between “neck” and “heart” 
here implies that fidelity is more than an ornament to the neck. The neck houses the throat which, in Hebrew anthropology, is 
the very life of the person.” Thus, love and faithfulness are to become the center of the student’s heart and life. 

As students of kindness and truth, we can never let them slip away from our life’s grasp. Our lives should always have them on 
full display in extending a helping hand, forgiving others who offend us, and sympathizing with those in trouble or hurting. Sol-
omon used the Hebrew word chesed (kindness) because it excludes all selfishness and hatred. And he used the word emet for 
truth which signified the importance of keeping one’s commitments and honoring one’s word. As disciples of wisdom, we write 
these virtues on our hearts as godly instruction from our teacher. 

When we bind these virtues, written on our hearts, around our necks, they bring beautiful blessings. The first blessing is obtain-
ing grace and finding favor with others. A second blessing is attaining a favorable reputation in the sight of God and man. It 
is a great blessing when our fellow man views us with favor and speaks favorably about us. God recognizes and honors our 
loyalty to Him with the benefits of His favor and a good name. If we live by truth and kindness, God promises a good reputa-
tion and a reputation for good understanding. May we never let loyalty, compassion, and truth get away from us

• What is it that Solomon’s says we should never let get away from us? 

• Where are we to keep them? 

• What are the blessings for living a life of loyalty, compassion (love) and truth toward God and man?

• When we are loyal to God with His tithe and our offerings what is His promise to us?

• Do the promises always mean financial blessing? Why or why not?

FURTHER READING:  PSALM 111

SPEND SOME TIME IN PRAYER:

A=ADORATION  C=CONFESSION  T=THANKSGIVING  S=SUPPLICATION



WEDNESDAY | JUNE 30, 2021

READ:  PROVERBS 3:1-10 

SCRIPTURE VERSE:  “Trust in the LORD with all your heart. Do not depend on your own understanding.  In all your ways 
remember him. Then he will make your paths smooth and straight.” - Proverbs 3:5-6

TODAY’S THOUGHT:  

When we are children, we tend to trust those in authority over us. If a teacher or babysitter told us to do something, we did it 
because we trusted they had our best interest at heart. But when told not to do something with our insufficient understanding 
and lack of wisdom, we did it anyway, typically causing ourselves harm or punishment. Even after growing up, I have learned 
from many painful moments that it is never enough to rely on my understanding and human insight to solve life’s issues. 

Today’s text teaches us an elementary lesson when it comes to knowing whom to trust. God expects us to use our brains to 
think and consider the facts before making final decisions when seeking solutions and solving life’s problems. Often, the mistake 
we make is thinking our wisdom is good enough when it’s not; we need the knowledge of God. His point, if we truly trust God, 
we will obey Him. Instead of relying on our own ideas, wisdom says we should seek God for direction. One of the first steps in 
knowing God’s will for our lives is this willingness to trust and obey Him. And part of that obedience is our willingness to give of 
our resources faithfully.  

When we trust God entirely, with all our heart, we are pledging our undivided commitment to Him. Many times in the scrip-
tures, we see Israel with a divided loyalty between God and the false gods of other nations. This split loyalty brought them only 
heartache, continually. It was the psalmist who wrote, “I hate the double-minded.” And Jesus who said, “No one can serve two 
masters,” and that the greatest commandment was to love the Lord your God with all your heart, mind, soul, and strength. We 
must trust God exclusively because our feelings are not reliable. Most of the time it is our feelings and emotions that lie to us. So 
the wise will not lean on their own understanding but only trust God.  

As we have worked our way through Proverbs 3 so far, we see a pattern. The teacher teaches a truth followed by a blessing 
for those who listen and obey. In our text, the teacher instructs that the one who trusts in the Lord and acknowledges Him in ev-
erything he does will receive a reward or blessing. And verse six reveals that blessing. If we, like the student, will acknowledge 
God first and place our complete trust in Him, He promises to make our life’s path straight. And the good news is that it means 
way more than just casual guidance. It means God removes the obstacles that can get in our way, and He makes our path 
smooth leading us to His appointed goal for our life. If we choose to follow the way of wisdom, life will be a whole lot easier 
and less problematic.

• What typically happens to us when we lean on or depend on our own understanding? 

• Where does wisdom suggest we place our dependency and trust?

• Why is this the only trustworthy wisdom?  

• What is God’s promise to us when we place our trust in Him?

FURTHER READING:  PROVERBS 3:11-26

SPEND SOME TIME IN PRAYER:

A=ADORATION  C=CONFESSION  T=THANKSGIVING  S=SUPPLICATION



THURSDAY | JULY 1, 2021

READ:  PROVERBS 3:1-10 

SCRIPTURE VERSE:  “Don’t be wise in your own eyes. Have respect for the LORD and avoid evil. That will bring health to your 
body. It will make your bones strong.” - Proverbs 3:7-8

TODAY’S THOUGHT:  

Have you ever bought something that you had to put together before enjoying whatever it was you purchased? You get your 
prize home and tear open the box and begin putting the pieces together, but something isn’t right. It just isn’t looking like the 
picture on the box. You think and think and search for what seems to be the next logical part and step in the process, but it 
doesn’t work. Your new whatever just isn’t working. Looking around to see if anyone is watching you, you begin sorting through 
the papers, boxes, and parts for what? Everyone say it together....the instructions! For some reason, it never crossed your mind 
to read through those pesky instructions first. When it comes to putting new “things” together, the manufacturer’s instructions 
can be very beneficial. When we follow the instructions in the box, it can help save time, energy and provide for the safe con-
struction and use of that product. Life is better when we follow instructions.  

As we read Proverbs 3, we are summoned repeatedly to follow the teacher’s instruction because it leads to wisdom. It’s the 
pattern of the entire text. Solomon wanted his readers to realize that when the teachings of wisdom are applied, benefits will 
follow. We see it again here in verses 7 and 8. We have seen in the previous verses that God is always faithful to honor our 
trust in Him. Trusting God is the beginning of wisdom and implies a humility that we are willing to choose God’s way over our 
own. We are warned not to be wise in our own eyes but should live in reverent awe of God and avoid evil. Those are our 
instructions.  

Now that we have another set of instructions from the teacher, we have to make a choice. Will we choose to ignore them and 
put our lives together based on our understanding, or will we heed His instructions? One thing we know about God is that He 
always allows us to make choices. Will we choose His way or our way? It is that simple, yet so hard to do. In verse 8, we are 
presented with the benefits if we choose to follow God’s instruction. If we avoid evil in humble reverence and choose God’s 
ways over our own, He promises healthy bodies and strong bones. This kind of righteousness results in physical health, which 
finds full support from scientific research and experience. The word “body” in verse 8 is literally “umbilical cord” or navel, 
implying that healing comes from the center of our existence and represents our very beginning. And “bones” means the body, 
nourished and refreshed by righteousness.

The teacher’s advice is efficient and practical. When we choose to live in fear of the Lord, avoiding the world’s evil ways, 
it leads to a happy and secure life. Wisdom will bring vigor and vitality to our lives. Our health naturally proceeds from the 
peaceful and well-ordered life that builds its foundation on the precepts of God. 

• According to verse 7, what will make us wise?

• What does it mean to “fear” the Lord?

• Which fruit of the spirit does it take to pursue this kind of wisdom?

• What is the benefit of choosing God’s way over our own?

FURTHER READING:  PROVERBS 3:27-35 

SPEND SOME TIME IN PRAYER:

A=ADORATION  C=CONFESSION  T=THANKSGIVING  S=SUPPLICATION



FRIDAY | JULY 2, 2021

READ:  PROVERBS 3:1-10 

SCRIPTURE VERSE:  “Honor the LORD with your wealth. Give him the first share of all your crops. Then your storerooms will be 
so full they can’t hold everything. Your huge jars will spill over with fresh wine.” - Proverbs 3:9-10

TODAY’S THOUGHT:  

Today we close our look into this section of Proverb 3 with more critical instruction from the teacher followed by its promised 
benefits. This time Solomon confronts us with valuable teaching on how to honor God with our wealth and the gift that obedi-
ence to his instruction brings. Earlier I mentioned how easy it should be to choose God’s way over our own but still be chal-
lenging. This instruction is one of those teachings that can be extremely hard for some.  

From an early age, my parents taught me the importance of honoring God with my money. And fortunately for me, my wife 
grew up with the same conviction, never causing any marital strife over where the first ten percent of our income was to go. I 
will admit that we did struggle early in our marriage with the tithe, but it wasn’t because we didn’t know better. It was because 
we had momentarily bought into the lie that we couldn’t “afford” to bring God’s tithe into the storehouse. All I can say to you, 
is don’t fall for that one! Do you know what we found out? As we began to tithe again, we discovered that we couldn’t afford 
not to tithe.  And God blessed us even more!

In these last two verses of our text, we discover that through our sacrificial giving, wisdom is expressed. By honoring God with 
our wealth, we show Him that He is more important to us than our money. And let me say that it matters what portion of our 
wealth we use to honor the Lord. In verse 9, we are instructed to honor God with the first fruits of our wealth, not with what is 
leftover. Because God is the provider and source of all that we have, it only makes sense that we give back to Him first. The first 
thing that comes out of our paychecks each week is our tithe to God. I have it set up to come out automatically; I never even 
touch it.  By setting up God’s tithe as an automatic withdrawal, it prevents even the temptation to spend God’s money as my 
own.  I would suggest you do the same if you find it hard to resist the temptation of spending God’s money.  Remember, it is all 
His. We are only stewards or managers of what He gives us.  

When we are wise with our wealth and honor the Lord with our first fruits each week, He promises to fill our barns to overflow-
ing and our vats to the brim with new wine. Please understand the general principle here. When we adhere to God’s precepts, 
the results can be blessings of material reward. However, the challenge we are presented with is one of faith. The wisdom of 
the world would never conclude one could increase their wealth by giving wealth away. That is the difference in God’s econo-
my of scale. The more of our wealth we are willing to give away, the more wealth we receive. So let’s honor God by bringing 
the whole tithe of our first fruits into His storehouse. When we honor God with our wealth, He honors us by blessing us with 
even more! I have experienced God’s faithfulness, and so can you. Trust Him; He will do it!

• With what part of our wealth are we to honor God?

• Why is it so hard for some to honor God in this way?

• What are the benefits of listening to the teacher’s instruction? 

• How are you doing in honoring God with your wealth?

• What can you do today to begin honoring God with your wealth?

FURTHER READING:  DEUTERONOMY 28:1-14

SPEND SOME TIME IN PRAYER:  A=ADORATION  C=CONFESSION  T=THANKSGIVING  S=SUPPLICATION


