
UNSHAKABLE
FRIDAY:  JUNE 26, 2020

READ:  LEVITICUS 19:15-18

SCRIPTURE VERSE:  “‘Do not make something that is wrong appear to be right. Treat poor people and rich people in the 
same way. Do not favor one person over another. Instead, judge everyone fairly.” - Leviticus 19:15

TODAY’S THOUGHT:  

Our country is at a crossroads.  For months we’ve been locked down due to a virus dropped on us by an enemy.  People have 
lost their lives, their jobs and now they seem to be losing their collective minds.  We have moved from the lockdowns, social 
distancing and masks to gathering in the streets to protest, riot and loot.  We have been told that the issue behind all this is 
based on an ethnic divide over the unnecessary murder of man on the streets of Minneapolis by a rogue policeman.  I do not 
deny that there are those in our country that hate others because they are different ethnically, financially, politically, you name 
it.  However, I do believe that our issue goes much deeper than ethnicity. 

God’s Word gives us a very clear message on the many issues we face as a world.  Over the past several days, we have stud-
ied the lives of Jonah in the OT and Peter in the NT.   We have witnessed in the lives of Jonah and Peter a perceived prejudice 
against those who were not Jews.  In both instances, God stepped in to show both men where they were missing the mark.  
Because of their cultural blindness toward the Gentiles, the Gentiles were not being taught the Gospel.  In fact, they were being 
excluded.  Christ came so that ALL people groups could hear and receive the truth of the Gospel and receive eternal life.   The 
disciples needed to learn this important lesson and so do we today. 

In our text today we are commanded to avoid partiality.  God never shows partiality whether in blessing or judgment.  Paul 
teaches on this in many of his letters.  God’s impartiality has been made the basis for Paul’s command to Christian masters to 
treat their slaves fairly since there is no favoritism with God, their own great Master in heaven (Eph 6:9).  In addition, Paul used 
this attribute of God to encourage the Christian slave to serve his master wholeheartedly, since he will be repaid by his impar-
tial God in heaven (Col 3:25; cf. 1 Pt 1:17).

In a June 11, Twitter poll of his followers, author Michael Brown asked this question “Would you be completely at home having 
a neighbor of a different ethnicity?” Brown received 41,000 responses which is roughly equivalent to the national average for 
demographics. Just under 97% of those responding answered “absolutely,” while 2% answered “depends on the ethnicity” 
and 1.2% said, “absolutely not.”  I do want to add that this was an anonymous poll, so people were able to answer freely.  In 
Christian circles this probably doesn’t surprise us.  Many churches today have congregations of multiple ethnicities.  But how 
often in our own circle of friends or co-workers do we really experience open prejudice against another ethnic group?  My 
guess is it isn’t that often at all.  It may seem that way right now due to the cultural radicals that are out their painting a false 
picture of our nation (Brown).  Did you know that ethnic prejudice is higher in most other countries around the world than in 
America?  

Upon hearing the stats perhaps, you agree with Dr. Brown who states what he perceives to be the issue we are facing, “To 
repeat. This does not mean that we do not have problems to address. And, as I have   stated before, to the chagrin of some 
of my conservative friends, I have no problem asking if there is still systemic racism in America. (If not systemic racism, then 
systemic inequity.) My point is to stress that our biggest issues in America are not race-based.  They are ideologically based.  
And right now, those pushing a radical leftist agenda are the most divisive among us, by far.  Of course, if the radical right had 
a bigger platform today, they would be just as divisive. But they do not. They have been largely marginalized, and for that I am 
glad.

Instead, it is the radical left which has become dominant, championed by a complicit (or foolishly naïve) media. They are the 
ones dividing us.  On a personal level, I will continue to listen to people of color as they share their perspectives with me (like 
a caller on Monday who told me he started picking cotton at the age of 5 and that I had no idea what his life experience was 
like; he is correct). And I will continue to ask God to show me my blind spots.  But I will not allow cultural radicals to paint a 
false picture of our nation.  We are far from perfect. But we are hardly a country that is deeply divided by race.  Let us join 
together then and stand as one for what is right.  I truly believe that is what the great majority of Americans want to do.”



Perhaps God has been speaking to your heart like many of us about prejudice toward others regardless of what it is.  If so, 
keep close to God’s Word and pray and ask God to help you to love Him and love others the way He commands.  With that I 
close the week with these words from Paul in 2 Timothy 5:21, “I command you to follow those directions. I command you in the 
sight of God and Christ Jesus and the chosen angels. Treat everyone the same. Don’t favor one person over another.”  And this 
from James 2:8-9 “The royal law is found in Scripture. It says, “Love your neighbor as you love yourself.” (Leviticus 19:18) If you 
really keep that law, you are doing what is right. But you sin if you don’t treat everyone the same. The law judges you because 
you have broken it.”

• How is God dealing with you on the issue of prejudice? 

• What is God bringing to the surface of your heart in this area?

FURTHER READING:  JAMES 1

SPEND SOME TIME IN PRAYER:  

A=adoration  

C=confession  

T=thanksgiving  

S=supplication

Be blessed,  

Pastor Randy


