
STORIES OF HOPE
WEEK 4: “PRAYER, WHAT’S THE POINT, PT.1” 

MONDAY:  MAY 4, 2020

READ:  LUKE 11:1-13

SCRIPTURE VERSE:  “One day Jesus was praying in a certain place. When he finished, one of his disciples spoke to him. 
“Lord,” he said, “teach us to pray, just as John taught his disciples.”  Luke 11:1

TODAY’S THOUGHT:

Right now, our lives feel like they are in turmoil. Our jobs are in turmoil. Our finances may be in turmoil. Our health system is in 
turmoil. And our nation is in turmoil. When you think about this list you realize that our problems individually and as a nation 
are way too large for human understanding. We need God’s intervention in every area mentioned! In fact, we have never 
needed His intervention so desperately, never have we felt so helpless in this battle for our lives and our country. Is there any 
hope for us?

Our theme for the next three weeks is how to use the spiritual tool we call “prayer.” The gift of prayer is for us to communi-
cate with our Heavenly Father. When we communicate with a friend or family member via social media, email or by the “old 
fashioned” way of a card or letter, the information we share is for the sake of our relationship with that person. It is the same 
with God. He wants to have a relationship with us, and we build that relationship with Him through speaking to Him through 
our prayers. In our reading this week you will find a familiar passage of scripture highlighting the disciples’ desire to learn how 
to pray.  Jesus, who is fully human and fully God, prayed.  We too should be long-suffering in our effort to pray. In fact, we 
should take everything to God in prayer!

In 2 Chronicles 7:13 it says: “Suppose I close up the sky and there isn’t any rain. Suppose I command locusts to eat up the 
crops. And I send a plague (or virus) among my people.” I am not suggesting that the current situation we find ourselves was 
sent by God although I do believe He allowed it to happen for his purpose and glory. With that said, God in 2 Chronicles was 
seeking to encourage Solomon, during a time of judgment, with a promise. I know what you are thinking.  With what I just read 
in verse 13 “how is that encouraging?” We have to keep reading into verse 14: “But they make themselves low in my sight. 
They pray and look to me. And they turn from their evil ways. Then I will listen to them from heaven. I will forgive their sin. And I 
will heal their land. After all, they are my people.” [2]

This same promise is valid for us today! We are God’s people, His Church, and when God’s people get serious about prayer, 
repentance, and in humility seek His will, God promises He will pour (not sprinkle or trickle) out His Spirit and heal us and our 
land! 

We need God today more than ever! We need a new work of God for a new generation, so that our families and the world 
will know that there is indeed a God who lives, who empowers and who changes the destiny of those who call on Him! This is 
why we need to learn to pray and do it every day. Not only do we need to pray every day, but we need to pray persistently, 
never giving up.

• How’s your prayer life?

FURTHER READING: 2 CHRONICLES 7:1-22

SPEND SOME TIME IN PRAYER: THE FOCUS THIS WEEK IS PRAYING PERSISTENTLY.

A=ADORATION    C=CONFESSION    T=THANKSGIVING    S=SUPPLICATION

Hope your Monday is Monumental,
Pastor Randy


