
STORIES OF HOPE
WEEK 4: “PRAYER, WHAT’S THE POINT, PT.1” 

THURSDAY:  MAY 7, 2020

READ:  LUKE 11:5-13

SCRIPTURE VERSE:  “So here is what I say to you. Ask, and it will be given to you. Search, and you will find. Knock, and 
the door will be opened to you. Everyone who asks will receive. He who searches will find. And the door will be opened to 
the one who knocks.”  Luke 11:9-10

TODAY’S THOUGHT:

In the rest of this section of Luke 11, Jesus instructs his disciples on how to pray by telling them two parables. The first parable or 
story deals with persistence in prayer. God wants us to pray to Him and so Jesus encourages us to be persistent in our prayers 
to the Father. Our persistence in praying isn’t so much to change God’s mind but for us to be steadfast in prayer so that we 
receive what we need.  Remember, when we pray, we pray to the Father, in the name of the Son, and in the power of the Holy 
Spirit. 

The second parable notes how the heavenly Father gives His children what is good for them. Did you notice the Father doesn’t 
always gives us what we want but what we need? He always gives us what is good for us not what will bring us harm. And we 
also know, that our heavenly Father gives both heavenly gifts and earthly gifts. 

While Jesus was with his disciples, he taught them the Word of God and how to pray. Jesus taught them a proper balance 
of studying God’s Word and spending time in prayer. Here’s what I know, as followers of Jesus we have to have a proper 
balance of Bible study and prayer to live a balanced Christian life. Paul tells us in Acts 6:4 that we need to give our attention 
to prayer and the ministry of the word. The only way the Word of God can become real in our lives is through prayer and obe-
dience. One reason we have unbalanced Christians in our churches is the lack of prayer to back up the study of God’s Word. 
It is much easier to get Christians to attend a Bible study than a prayer meeting, and yet we need both. Jesus modeled it for us. 
He taught His disciples, and then He prayed for them

• What do you do to prepare yourself for prayer?  Do you read a Psalm or other scripture?  Read a devotional 
guide? Listen to a hymn or other spiritual music?

• What concerns occupy most of your prayer time?  (A-C-T-S?). Why?

• In which of these areas do you want to grow?

• If you could ask God for one thing what would it be?

FURTHER READING:  DEUTERONOMY 4:29; I CHRONICLES 28:9

SPEND SOME TIME IN PRAYER: THE FOCUS THIS WEEK IS PRAYING PERSISTENTLY. Today is the National Day of 
Prayer. Would you consider taking a few extra minutes and praying for our local, state and federal leaders?

PRAY: HABAKKUK 2:14  
“For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea.”

A=ADORATION (praise/worship)   
C=CONFESSION (repentance)   
T=THANKSGIVING (what are you thankful for)   
S=SUPPLICATION (ask God for what you need and what you want Him to do)

Have a Tremendous Thursday,
Pastor Randy


