
UNSHAKABLE
FRIDAY:  JUNE 19, 2020

READ:  MATTHEW 24:1-36

SCRIPTURE VERSE:  “Nation will fight against nation. Kingdom will fight against kingdom. People will go hungry. There 
will be earthquakes in many places. All these are the beginning of birth pains.”

TODAY’S THOUGHT:  

Today I want to turn our attention to another aspect of what we have been seeing in the streets of America and around the 
world.  Is what we’re currently watching a sign that we are living in the last days that Jesus spoke about?  Does Bible prophecy 
teach that racism will be a sign of the end times?  I believe we are living in the last days leading up to the return of Christ to 
take us to be with Him in heaven.  I do believe that what we are seeing all over the world and in the streets of America are 
signs that we are warned about in God’s Word. 

In Matthew 24:7 Jesus prophesied that in the last days there would be nation fighting against nation, kingdom against king-
dom.  The word ‘nation’ in the original Greek was the word ethnos which means race, so what we are literally experiencing 
is race versus race.  As we can see, one of the signs of the last days will be a rise in racism.  Just turn on the television and we 
see that there is clearly a rise of ethnic group versus ethnic group.  Evangelist and author Don Perkins states it this way, “We’ve 
got racism across all the different ethnos’ and nations.

There’s racism everywhere. There’s racism between black and white and black and other ethnicities and so on, so 
racism is everywhere. What I’ve found is a lot of people are racists themselves, even those who try to complain about 
it. A lot of these social justice warriors are racists themselves. They have not allowed the blood of Christ to touch their 
hearts.  I’ve personally seen racism in every race. And, I’ve seen the cure which is Jesus Christ. We won’t see true 
peace in the land until the true Messiah sits on the throne.  Again, I’ve met people who are true racists, but when they 
met Christ, I saw a change of heart. I’ve seen them change from having hearts filled with racism to having their hearts 
become filled with the love of God. It’s amazing to see the love of God develop once their hearts are given over 
based on their walk with God. So, racism needs a change of heart. And again, it only comes through Jesus Christ. Tru-
ly, though, these race riots are a definite sign of the end times. As we witness the chaos that is going on in the streets 
today, it’s truly a latter-day sign pointing to the return of Christ.”

In Matthew 24:8 Jesus after mentioning some of the signs people will see as His return grows near, says “all these are the be-
ginning of birth pains.”  It is interesting that Jesus chose to use the words “birth pains” to describe the signs.  In the KJV version 
of the Bible the word used for birth pains is ‘sorrows’.  In the NT the word sorrow is connected with grief; sorrow meaning 
‘pain and distress’; mourning in sorrow or inner pain.  This word sorrows also carries with it the connotation of pain and distress 
due to fighting between ‘ethnic groups.’ (Stone, Study Bible, pg. 47).  I find it interesting that we are seeing exactly that right 
now all over the world.  I do want to be clear though that the time frame Jesus was speaking of with his disciples was the final 
seven years of Daniel’s prophecy and not the age between Jesus’ death and the beginning of the tribulation.  I believe that 
what we are seeing today is a foreshadowing of these final signs which will begin shortly after the rapture of the Church and 
the opening of the first seal unleashing the Antichrist onto the scene to sign a seven-year peace treaty with Israel. 

It is important that we see the signs God has placed for us in His Word.  It helps us to understand what is happening in our 
world.  The purposes God has for giving us glimpses into the end of time are twofold: He is seeking to encourage the saints 
and to point to the Messiah as our hope in this world (Amir Tsarfati, The Last Hour. Page 117).  Prophecy is more of a mystery 
than a secret because a mystery is a truth that transforms from shadow to substance (page 121).  Since one-third of the Bible is 
filled with prophecy, it becomes our job as Christ followers to share the warning signs to the world so they too can be aware of 
His plans and be prepared for the Messiah’s return.

Finally, remember that Bible Prophecy is not written to scare us. It is written to prepare us.  God’s Word reveals these future 
events to assure us that He is in control even when the world appears to be out of control (Tsarfati, page 30). .

• What initial bombshell does Jesus drop on his disciples in our text?

• How do you think the disciples felt after hearing Jesus’ words in verse 2?



• What three questions do the disciples ask Jesus?

• What does Jesus promise for those who endure to the end without giving in?

• What must the Church continue doing?

FURTHER READING:  REV. 6

SPEND SOME TIME IN PRAYER:  

A=adoration  

C=confession  

T=thanksgiving  

S=supplication

Prayerfully watching,  

Pastor Randy


