
STORIES OF HOPE
WEEK 1: “JESUS IS ALIVE!” 

WEDNESDAY: APRIL 15, 2020

READ: John 20:11-18

SCRIPTURE VERSE: “Jesus is Alive!” Mark 16:6

LIVING OUT GOD’S STORY:

Peter and John ran ahead to the tomb. Mary was right. Jesus was gone! Peter, John and the others went home sadly, but Mary 
stayed behind. She stooped down and looked inside the tomb again and began to cry. Then Mary saw two angels sitting in 
the tomb. They said to her, “Why are you crying?” Mary replied, “Someone took Jesus away, and I don’t know where He is.” 
Mary turned around and saw a Man. She thought it was the gardener. He asked her who she was looking for. She told Him, 
“Jesus.” Then the Man called her by name, “Mary.” Suddenly, Mary recognized it was Jesus! Jesus was alive! Jesus told Mary 
to go and tell the others He was alive. Mary ran home to find Peter, John and the other disciples to tell them Jesus was alive! 
What a wonderful happy day!

After Mary answers the angels, she turns around and sees Jesus, “but she did not know that it was Jesus” (20:14). The con-
versation that takes place between Jesus and Mary at the tomb is one of the most poignant and artfully drawn scenes in all 
of Scripture.  As we read the story, we know what Mary doesn’t know—that she is really speaking with Jesus (20:15).  What 
makes this scene so powerful is our anticipation of Mary’s moment of recognition.

• What was your moment of recognition of Jesus like?

Jesus speaks to Mary, repeating the angels’ question about her weeping and asking an additional question, “Whom are you 
looking for?” (20:15). These questions are the first words spoken by the risen Jesus.  Did you know that Jesus question to Mary, 
“Whom are you looking for?” mirrored the first words he spoke in his ministry?  Remember when the followers of John the Bap-
tist approached Jesus, he asked them, “What are you looking for?” (1:38).  This question is an invitation that introduces one of 
the marks of discipleship in John: to look for Jesus.  

• What/who are you looking for? 

Jesus’ questions to Mary do not penetrate her grief and confusion. Her world is determined by the seemingly harsh reality of 
the empty tomb, and so she begs the “gardener” for assistance: “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have 
laid him, and I will take him away” (20:15). Because Mary still has no categories with which to grasp the significance of the 
empty tomb, she assumes that the solution to the mystery of the missing body lies within her control.  If the gardener would tell 
her what she needs to know, she would take care of the situation.

• Does the mystery of our salvation remain in our control?

The word the “gardener” speaks changes to Mary’s world forever. The risen Jesus calls Mary by name, and when she hears 
her name spoken in his voice, she turns around again. But this time she sees Jesus, her teacher, not the gardener (20:16). Once 
again, the intimate and the cosmic conjoin through the intimacy of Mary’s name, the reality of the resurrection is revealed.

• Who called Mary by name?

• Is Jesus calling you by name? How will you respond?

• Why do you think Mary stayed behind at the empty tomb?

• What was his message to her? Is that His message to us as well?

• How have your thoughts and emotions progressed since Sunday?

• Think about all the great and wonderful benefits of Jesus resurrection and write them in a journal.



FURTHER READING:  MARK 9:2-10

SPEND SOME TIME IN PRAYER:

A=adoration
C=confession
T=thanksgiving
S=supplication

Blessings for a great Wednesday,
Pastor Randy


