
UNSHAKABLE
WEDNESDAY:  JUNE 10, 2020

READ:  GENESIS 32:25-26

SCRIPTURE VERSE:  “But Jacob replied, “I won’t let you go unless you bless me.” - Gen. 32:26b

TODAY’S THOUGHT:  UNSHAKEN BY LIMITATION

As I pondered what to share with you today, I stumbled across this story by Pastor Korede Aderounmu of Christ Liberty World 
Evangelical Ministry.  He wrote a wonderful piece in the Sunday Magazine of The Guardian just over a year ago about life’s 
limitations.  

“Man’s destiny is progressive. However, certain forces arise to hinder the flow of progress in life. One of these forces 
is the spirit of limitation. To be limited is to be restricted, resisted and restrained.  The Spirit of limitation delays destinies 
from getting to their ordained and expected places. The Spirit of limitation is a force that must be broken, if you are to 
fulfill your destiny in a grand style. The Spirit of limitation makes life to perform below capacity and frustrates people 
from being all they could be.

Limitation has the power to destroy destiny, to steal glory and joy, as well as render glorious life useless. If you don’t 
break the yoke of limitation, you can never get to where God has destined for you, thereby not enjoying all that has 
been prepared for you.”

Our focus this is week has been on Jacob.  We have watched in these short few verses this week how Jacob was transformed 
from a self-absorbed man to a man filled with humility before God.  For Jacob to become the man God wanted him to be, he 
had to not only be transformed by the renewing of his mind, but he had to overcome his limitations.  We all face limitations in 
life.  If we are to overcome our limitations to be what God has destined us to be, we need to know what our limitations are and 
how to overcome those limitations.

We can be limited by many things.  Sin can be a limitation for us.  Nothing limits or reduces us more on this earth than our 
sin.  It has been a giant obstacle for mankind throughout history.  Another limitation we all face is ignorance.  When we lack 
knowledge, we live in a state of blindness.  There can be no justification for ignorance with the way information flows at our fin-
gertips today nor can it ever be our excuse.  And finally, having no purpose or misplaced priorities can also serve as limitations 
in our lives.  We all have a purpose.  God’s Word is very clear on this, but not everyone cares to discover what that purpose is 
for their life.  

Jacob had his limitations.  In order for God to get him to see his limitations and to help him get past them, he wrestled with Ja-
cob.  I believe in an effort to get Jacob’s attention God “touched” the inside of Jacob’s hip causing it to be out of joint.  I don’t 
know about you, but I think that would not only grab my attention but slow me down enough to listen to what God wanted 
to say to me.  In the midst of this epic wrestling match God throws Jacob’s hip out of joint, humbles him, blesses him and then 
changes his name all in an effort to help him overcome the limitations he faced.  Jacob’s victory in his struggle with God along 
with his new name would bring great hope to the Israelite people.  Once we understand that we can contend successfully 
with God, (because He allows it), we are filled with confidence that we can also win the battle with man.  All of this becomes 
possible because “God fights” for us.

After this crippling touch, Jacob’s struggle took a new direction. Now crippled in his natural strength he became bold in faith.  
For Jacob’s entire life he had been dragging God’s blessing out for his own selfish gain in his own power.  He was too self-
willed and too proud to just let God give him the blessing.  Our self-sufficiency is incompatible with the work of God in any 
age. And faith alone is what overcomes the world.  Finally, I believe there are two things we must do to overcome our limita-
tions in life.  First, we must depend on God fully to show us our limitations and allow Him to direct us over and through those 
limitations.  And second, we have to be willing to accept our responsibility in overcoming as well.  We must allow God’s divine 
touch in our lives. Although it may be painful, it will at the same time bring us healing.

• What are two of your limitations in life?

• How do we depend on God and at the same time take responsibility for our limitations in overcoming?

• How has God’s divine touch in your life been both painful but yet healing?



FURTHER READING:  EXODUS 32

SPEND SOME TIME IN PRAYER:  FOR OVERCOMING OUR LIMITATIONS.

A=adoration  C=confession  T=thanksgiving  S=supplication

Limited but overcoming,  

Pastor Randy


