
UNSHAKABLE
MONDAY:  JUNE 22, 2020

READ:  JONAH 1

SCRIPTURE VERSE:  “Go to the great city of Nineveh. Preach against it. The sins of its people have come to my attention.” 
- Jonah 1:2

TODAY’S THOUGHT:  

The world has had a long history of prejudice.  Prejudice is a preconceived opinion or notion held about a group of people, 
an object, or an idea, that is ignorantly formed without giving way to logical thought or reason.  I think many times we show a 
prejudice toward something because we have no direct knowledge about the subject.  However, when we do a little research 
on that subject and have gained some firsthand understanding, we can now speak in truth with a bit more credibility.  The 
problem comes when we have direct knowledge that something is one way, but due to our own bias we purposely say it is the 
opposite.  It is especially damaging when it happens to people because they come from a different background than us.  It is 
painful to them and it is painful to the God that created them. 

Today’s story in the book of Jonah is a story of both God’s love for people and of human prejudice.  God has called the 
prophet Jonah to go to the city of Nineveh and to preach against it.  The city has been called out by God because their sin 
had been brought to His attention.   It reminds you of those times when you were a kid and you did something really bad while 
dad was at work.  Mom sends you to dad after he gets home from a long hard day and he says “son, its been brought to my 
attention that”…and you know what’s coming next.  For me it was usually bend over and grab your ankles, this is going to hurt 
me more than it is going to hurt you.  I know you were thinking the same thing I was, “yeah, right.”  Anyway, it seems that the 
people of Nineveh were about to “get it” from the Father, and it was Jonah’s job to go and tell them.  Ouch!

Jonah was the most popular prophet of his day due to his consistently optimistic forecasts regarding the military adventures of 
King Jeroboam II.  However, on this occasion, the directive Jonah was given differed from his many previous divine communi-
cations from God (1:1).  This time he was told to “arise and go to Nineveh.”  We know from verse three what Jonah’s response 
was but why?  Here is what we know.  Nineveh was a foreign city some 550 miles northeast of Galilee.  The assignment Jonah 
was given was odd in the sense that prophets of Israel didn’t usually travel to Gentile nations to pronounce God’s judgment on 
them.  None the less, Jonah was being dispatched by God to preach his word in the Gentile city of Nineveh.

The city of Nineveh was a “great city” politically, demographically and geographically. It was one of the main centers of the 
Assyrian empire although it had yet to reach its ultimate prominence in the region.  Nineveh was not only a great city, but it 
was a “wicked city.”  God, himself had declared it saying, “their wickedness has come up before me.”  You know a city is bad 
when God makes a judicial note concerning its behavior.  Escalating wickedness in society demands heavenly censure. The 
wickedness of the Assyrians included idolatry and pride, cruel oppression, and especially inhumane warfare.  Nineveh struck 
the hearts of its neighbors with terror. And now, it was a city under divine condemnation.  Are you beginning to see why Jonah 
wanted to sail away to Tarshish?

Jonah’s commission cannot be overlooked from a theological perspective.  Here is what I want us to consider today.  Yahweh, 
God is represented here as the Lord of ALL nations who holds ALL the world morally accountable.  Nineveh’s wickedness has 
come before God and he will deal with it just like He will deal with our world today.  God is still the God of today!  Nineveh 
it is said was a great city, but the point we need to remember is that our God is greater! And God speaks from his heavenly 
throne.  Jonah has been given the honor to the be the first Israelite prophet to announce the divine word of God to a foreign 
city.  He was the first foreign missionary!  Jonah rebelled against his call and against God.  Stay tuned this is going to be 
good.

Finally, remember that Bible Prophecy is not written to scare us. It is written to prepare us.  God’s Word reveals these future 
events to assure us that He is in control even when the world appears to be out of control (Tsarfati, page 30). .

• What do we learn about Israel and Nineveh at the time of Jonah?

• What was God’s purpose for sending Jonah to Nineveh?

• How do you see God’s love for people in this story?



• Where do you get the sense there may be some human prejudice going on?

• Who are the “unlovables” in your life?  Why?

• Where have you found prejudice in your life? How did you deal with it?What does Jesus promise for those 
who endure to the end without giving in?

FURTHER READING:  GENESIS 18

SPEND SOME TIME IN PRAYER:  

A=adoration  

C=confession  

T=thanksgiving  

S=supplication

In His grip,  

Pastor Randy


