
UNSHAKABLE
TUESDAY:  JUNE 23, 2020

READ:  JONAH 1

SCRIPTURE VERSE:  “But Jonah ran away from the Lord. He headed for Tarshish. So he went down to the port of Joppa. 
There he found a ship that was going to Tarshish. He paid the fare and went on board. Then he sailed for Tarshish. He was 
running away from the Lord.” - Jonah 1:3

TODAY’S THOUGHT:  

Nineveh was like a second Sodom and Gomorrah.  It was a place that epitomized wickedness and debauchery.  This city had 
earned the divine retribution that was about to poured out on her.  Jonah was given the honor of being the first called foreign 
missionary, but he declined.   Let me just say from firsthand experience you can run from God, but you can’t hide.  He will find 
you, and in my case, he found me but the second time I listened and obeyed.  That was 30 years ago. I’ve been serving in full-
time ministry ever since.   Moral of the story, just listen and obey. 

Jonah had heard the call to go.  Disobediently, he chose to go on a cruise.  He fled to Phoenician Cruise lines and bought a 
first-class ticket to Tarshish on the southwest coast of Spain.  Of course, it was the furthest city west of where he was supposed 
to be going!  He must have got a great deal on his cruise to run like that.  Whatever it was we don’t get an immediate answer 
to why Jonah has declined this honorable assignment, but time will tell.  However, at this point of our story we can officially call 
Jonah a deserter.  A deserter from the army of God.  He has now gone AWOL.  

As crazy as this may sound Jonah was trying to flee the presence of God.  The charge has been made that Jonah believed 
that Yahweh was a tribal deity confined to the territory of Israel.  We will clearly see that is not the case as we make our way 
through the story.  We know that God is the God of Heaven and earth.  Jonah will confess that as well.  He also knew that to 
stand in the presence of God was to serve him.  In essence, Jonah by his actions was seeking to resign his commission as a 
prophet of God.  He no longer wanted to serve if he had to go to “that” city. 

I don’t know about you, but it seems to me that Jonah has some issues with the people of Nineveh.  God taught Peter about 
ministering to those who are different through a vision.  And he was able to share God’s word with the Gentiles who listened 
and were saved.  Jonah had some kind of a prejudice against the people of Nineveh.  Maybe he was afraid of them because 
of how they lived?  Maybe he didn’t want to go to such a place of wickedness?  The people of Nineveh were not Hebrew so 
maybe it was due to the fact that they were Gentiles from a foreign land outside of his homeland.  Whatever it was, he had 
convinced himself that he wasn’t going even though deep down he knew he was disobeying the God of heaven and earth.  
The same goes for us today.  Neither prophets nor preachers have any more right to disregard the word of God than other 
men.  Followers today are under the same commission to carry God’s word to distant lands as much as was Jonah.  And I 
would add we are even more responsible to those in our own backyards.

It is becoming apparent that the message to Israel and to us is that God is concerned for Gentile peoples.  God is the God of 
ALL people.  This fact remains, the Lord’s love for the souls of all people was supposed to be mediated through Israel, God’s 
elect and covenant nation.  How can that take place if the people of God rebel against His call to go and share the message 
of the Gospel to all nations?  As relevant as this story is to us today, the Book of Jonah is a reminder to Israel of her missionary 
purpose, and it demonstrates the sovereignty of God in accomplishing His purposes.  Even when we are unfaithful in our mis-
sionary task, God is still faithful in causing His love to be proclaimed around the world.  But there are consequences.

• How does Jonah respond to God’s call?

• What does Jonah’s response tell us about the character of his heart?

• What do you think are some of the reasons why Jonah didn’t want to go to Nineveh?

• What are some of the excuses we make when God asks us to do something for him?

•  What do you think may be some of the reasons for Jonah’s prejudice?

• What keeps you from seeing the lost like Jesus?



FURTHER READING:  NAHUM 1

SPEND SOME TIME IN PRAYER:  

A=adoration  

C=confession  

T=thanksgiving  

S=supplication

Listening for His voice,  

Pastor Randy


