
UNSHAKABLE
THURSDAY:  JUNE 11, 2020

READ:  GENESIS 32:28-30

SCRIPTURE VERSE:  “So Jacob named the place Peniel. He said, “I saw God face to face. But I’m still alive!”

TODAY’S THOUGHT:  UNSHAKEABLE NEWNESS

God had taken hold of Jacob and Jacob had taken hold of God.  Jacob held on with all his might!  In fact, Jacob held on all 
night long until the early hours of the morning during this epic and historic encounter.  But what did all this mean? 

I believe it was real event, but I also think it was symbolic.  This holy transaction was symbolic of Jacob’s past, present and fu-
ture.  The “man” Jacob had wrestled with all night long was none other than God, himself!  He was the believing heir of God’s 
promises, but he had spent most of his life wrestling with God, seeking to do everything his own way and in his own strength.  
Sound familiar?  Jacob seemed to always be up against it with his fellow man, when he was really in contention with God.  
And God contended with Jacob, just like he sometimes has to contend with us.  As the wrestling continued into the night Jacob 
came to the point he could go no farther.  It was then, God touched the hollow of Jacob’s thigh.  His strength and power were 
now limited by injury.  He could no longer depend solely on his own strength.  The old self had to go.

Jacob was awaiting his brother Esau’s arrival.  In Esau’s presence Jacob was helpless and he knew it.  Here we begin to under-
stand what this whole encounter was for.  Before Jacob could encounter his most dreaded earthly enemy, he had to encounter 
God.  The contest with Esau was nothing; the contest with Jehovah was everything.  The Lord could not be on Jacob’s side, till 
he had been disabled, and learned to use other weapons than those of his own wrestling.  It was then that Jacob recognized 
with whom he had wrestled.  It was truly at “the breaking of day,” that Jacob was made new!  In the morning he obtained a 
new name, and with it, new power in which he would prevail with God and man.

Jacob’s encounter was at the frontier of the land promised to the seed of Abraham. God, the real “Proprietor” of the land, op-
posed his entering as “Jacob.”  In his self-will and his own strength, he could never enter the land.  The point of the story is that 
this new nation of Israel would eventually come up out of Egypt into a land God had promised.  Israel’s ultimate victory would 
not come in the usual way nations gained power.  They would gain their nation’s land through the power of God’s divine bless-
ing!

Just like Jacob our self-sufficiency is incompatible with God’s work no matter what age we live in.  Faith is what overcomes this 
world.  When we turn to God and confess our inadequacy He hears and transforms us into something new.  The old is gone 
and the new is here!  That is why when we accept Christ as our Savior and Lord that we can claim to be new creations.  Jacob 
had to be made brand new and like him, we too, are made brand new through our encounter with Jesus.

• How would you describe your encounter with God?

• Have you been living by your own strength? Or by God’s?

• What have you learned about God as you wrestle with your faith?

• Have you been transformed and made new in Christ? If not, why not today?

FURTHER READING:  LUKE 18

SPEND SOME TIME IN PRAYER:  FOR OVERCOMING OUR LIMITATIONS.

A=adoration  

C=confession  

T=thanksgiving  

S=supplication

A new creation,  

Pastor Randy


