
STORIES OF HOPE
WEEK 2: “WHERE IS YOUR HOPE?” 

FRIDAY:  APRIL 24, 2020

READ:  Luke 24:13-34

SCRIPTURE VERSE:  “It’s true! The Lord has risen! He has appeared to Simon!” - Luke 24:34

A FINAL THOUGHT FOR FRIDAY:

As you might imagine, Jesus’ death left His followers with a deep sense of despair and a painful and aching awareness of a 
now empty life. If history’s record had closed with the cross and tomb, life for us today would be empty as well. We would feel 
the same emptiness they would have experienced. Life would be nothing but a brief experience of sadness and sorrows, swal-
lowed up by endless nothingness and darkness of night. But thankfully, the tomb wasn’t the end. The Resurrection that followed 
blazes with the power of God and demonstrates the amazing vitality that transforms death to life, and it is that same vitality that 
transforms our mortal death to new life and immortality, even now.

Have you realized yet that it is Jesus’ resurrection power that God pours into us as Christ’s followers? Let’s not lie among the 
dead, going through the empty motions that they did, trapped by the same frustrations, the same inadequacies. Let’s take Jesus 
at His word today.  He has come to give us life and life more abundantly. Will you trust him? Let’s trust Him, rise up, and live! 

One last thing, as Jesus sat at table with them, praying over the breaking of the bread, it was then that they recognized Him. At 
that moment, everything changed!  It’s the same for us today. We may hear others tell of their new lives. We may read of new 
life in the Bible. We have been reading of about this new life in Luke’s Gospel.  But new life begins when we see Jesus and 
come to know Him.  

Our new life is found only in a personal relationship with Jesus Christ, the Son of God, who died for us, and who rose again.
Do you know Him? If not, pray right now and ask Jesus to forgive your sins, ask Him to take up residency in your heart and 
make Him the Lord of your life! Ask and you will receive! If you prayed that prayer today, please tell someone or let me know 
so we can help you continue to grow in your faith!

FURTHER READING:  READ I CORINTHIANS 15:35-52

SPEND SOME TIME IN PRAYER:

A=adoration
C=confession
T=thanksgiving
S=supplication

It’s Friday!
Pastor Randy


