
MONDAY | JUNE 7, 2021

READ:  LUKE 17:11-19  

SCRIPTURE VERSE:  “Jesus saw them and said, “Go. Show yourselves to the priests.” While they were on the way, they were 
healed.” - Luke 17:14

TODAY’S THOUGHT:  

“When Hudson Taylor, the famous missionary, first went to China, it was in a sailing vessel. Very close to the shore of 
cannibal islands, the ship was motionless due to a lack of wind, and it was slowly drifting shoreward, unable to move 
out to sea. The savages were eagerly anticipating a feast.

The captain came to Mr. Taylor and pleaded with him to pray for the help of God. “I will,” said Taylor, “provided you 
set your sails to catch the breeze.” The captain declined to make himself a laughing stock by unfurling in a dead calm. 
Taylor said, “I will not undertake to pray for the vessel unless you will prepare the sails.” The sails were immediately 
set. 

While engaged in prayer, there was a knock at the door of his stateroom. “Who is there?” The captain’s voice 
responded, “Are you still praying for wind?” “Yes.” “Well,” said the captain, “you’d better stop praying, for we have 
more wind than we can manage.”

—Oriental and InterAmerican Missionary Standard

I have been walking on this journey with God for many years. And I am in no way suggesting that I claim to understand the 
supernatural way God works. But of this, I am sure. Sometimes I have to engage my faith through obedience to experience 
God’s intervention in my life’s situation. It would seem that Luke is preparing us for such an understanding leading up to this 
week’s text. In his previous chapter Luke describes for us just how our faith is to work.  

In chapter 17 Luke shares the story of ten lepers who called out to Jesus for help as he made his way through the country-
side. Lepers generally lived in colonies away from society as was prescribed by the Law. Whenever they became aware of 
someone passing close by, they would cry out for help and mercy. On this day, their cries for help fell on the merciful ears of 
Jesus. In response, Jesus commanded them to “go, and show themselves to the priests.” The order was clear, and the ten lepers 
understood what they were to do. The Law required that anyone who was healed from infectious disease was to show himself 
to a priest to certify them healed. Upon hearing Jesus’ words, the ten lepers, still covered with the disease, immediately went on 
their way to see the priests. And Luke tells us that as they hurried away, their bodies were thoroughly cleansed of all illness!  

Here is the point. Only by trusting Jesus first, then by faith obeying His command, were the lepers healed. With complete con-
fidence that Jesus had met their need, healing was theirs. Our faith must be just like this in all things. It is our allegiance to God 
in Christ Jesus that compels us to obey before we see the indisputable evidence of His hand at work in our lives. Have you felt 
inadequate at times to rebuke or even forgive others? If so, remember who it is that has spoken to you. Remember the power 
and love of Jesus Christ, and let the confidence inspire you to act. As you trust Him and obey, His victory will come! And don’t 
forget to thank Him for our salvation and our new life in Him! 

• What was it like to be a leper?  What would healing mean to them? 

• Why did Jesus send the lepers to the priest and not healing them on the spot?

• What healed the lepers? 

• What can we learn about how we handle our resources from the story of the lepers? 

• How is our financial situation similar to that of the lepers when it comes to asking God for help? 
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IN  WE TRUST



FURTHER READING:  LUKE 17:20-37

SPEND SOME TIME IN PRAYER:  A=ADORATION  C=CONFESSION  T=THANKSGIVING  S=SUPPLICATION



TUESDAY | JUNE 8, 2021

READ:  LUKE 18:18-30 

SCRIPTURE VERSE:  “A certain ruler asked Jesus a question. “Good teacher,” he said, “what must I do to receive eternal life?”    
- Luke 18:18

TODAY’S THOUGHT:  

“Faith is not believing that God can, but that God will!

Faith is to believe what we do not see, and the reward of this faith is to see what we believe.

Faith in God is indispensable to successful statesmanship.”

—Abraham Lincoln

The Christian journey must be built on our allegiance to God. Allegiance is a good thing, but it matters what we pledge our 
allegiance to. Our faith or allegiance must have an object. And the allegiance is only as solid as the object of our pledge. It is 
only as valid as the person or thing we put our confidence in. Luke tells of a parable shared by Jesus to teach us this vital life 
concept. 

Before we can show proper allegiance to God, we must humble ourselves in a childlike manner before Him. In the previous 
three verses, Luke describes Jesus’ interaction with a group of children brought to see him. He taught the crowd of adults that 
humility must be displayed before God in childlikeness, referring to the children. It is with humble allegiance that one must 
come before Christ to enter the kingdom of heaven. The children came before Jesus to be near Him and be blessed with no 
ulterior motives. They didn’t come expecting but seeking, and Jesus blessed them. What Christ wants from us is childlikeness 
and not childishness. The unspoiled child lives in humility, faith, and dependence, with a sense of wonder about life. If we are 
to enter the kingdom of God, we must become like a child and be born again of the spirit. Spoiled and lacking humility was 
the problem with many Pharisees. I wonder if Jesus shared this story, knowing he would soon encounter a rich young ruler.  

While Jesus finished painting the timeless portrait of what it means to place our complete trust in Him, a young man steps up to 
ask Jesus a question. This young man had been standing close by listening to the interaction with Jesus and the stories he was 
telling. We soon find out this young man is a wealthy ruler in Israel. The rich young ruler thought himself to be a good man, so 
he asked Jesus what he must do to receive eternal life. Jesus began to probe for the source of the young man’s blindness and 
discovered he wanted “to do” to inherit the kingdom of God. The young ruler saw Jesus as good but not as God and lacked 
the humility to see his need for mercy. And mercy doesn’t come from following the Law. Mercy and grace are not something 
we “do” or earn but are only something we receive from God.

This young man must have set a record that day for being the only man in the Gospels to show up at the feet of Jesus and 
leave in worse shape than when he arrived. He had so much going for him, yet he walked away sad. Think about it. He was 
young and healthy, moral and religious; he was energetic and determined to find answers. He was probably like a lot of those 
we see today in our churches. With all that he had going for him, he refused to follow Jesus and instead turned away in great 
sadness.  

What is the problem with people like the rich young ruler? For many, it is dishonesty. They know what they need to do but 
cannot be honest enough with themselves to do it. Like the rich young ruler, they have come to the right Person, they have even 
asked the right question and received the correct answer, but they make the wrong decision! We tend to make bad decisions 
because we are not honest with God or ourselves. Thus, we do not do what we are commanded to do and miss out on the 
blessings our obedience would bring. For the rich young ruler, his allegiance to money outweighed his desire for eternal life 
with Christ. Where’s your allegiance?

• How did the disciples feel about parents bringing their children to Jesus? 

• Why would they try and stop them?

• Why do you think Luke mentions this incident in the verses prior to our text? 

• What do we learn about ourselves from how Jesus interacts with kids? The rich young ruler? 

• What did the rich young ruler want from Jesus?

FURTHER READING:  MATTHEW 19:16-22



WEDNESDAY | JUNE 9, 2021

READ:  LUKE 18:18-30 

SCRIPTURE VERSE:  “Why do you call me good?” Jesus answered. “No one is good except God.” - Luke 18:19

TODAY’S THOUGHT:  

During his encounter with Jesus, this certain ruler, who we have been labeling the “rich young ruler,” addressed Jesus as 
“Good teacher” then asked Him what he must do to receive eternal life. Instead of delving straight into the rich young ruler’s 
question, Jesus asks him a question, “Why do you call me good?” As the readers of the text and knowing what we know about 
Jesus it doesn’t seem all that strange to us that someone would call Him good. We all know that Jesus is good, He is good to 
us every day. So why then did Jesus ask the young man about calling Him good? In that day rabbis were called “Master” or 
“Teacher” because they taught and mentored students on the Torah. But it was very unusual for someone to address a rabbi 
as “good” in the Jewish culture. No man was to be addressed as good because the Jews reserved the word “good” for God 
alone.  

Now we can begin to see why Jesus’ question was so important to the story. If the young man truly believed that Jesus was 
“good” then he would have already known that Jesus was God. In asking the question, Jesus was confirming His deity before 
the young man and those in the crowd, although I am not sure many got it. Jesus wanted to know if the young man really 
understood what he had just said. I think we can all venture a pretty good guess once we see how the story plays out. It soon 
becomes obvious that he doesn’t believe that Jesus is God by his response to the Lord’s command. Why, if you knew that you 
were standing in the presence of God, would you argue with Him over the Law, brag about how well you have followed them, 
and then in the same breath refuse to obey the Word of God? It makes no sense. If he knew who he was talking to, he would 
have understood that God knows our hearts and minds, He knows everything! Had he truly known, I have a feeling, that may-
be his answer might have been a bit different.   

The rich young ruler probably did see himself as a “good” Jew who followed all the Laws of the Torah and lived a moral life. 
For him to be in the position he was in, he would have had to have been an exemplary young man and student of the Law. Not 
to mention, he was quite wealthy. In this world, he had it all or at least that’s what he thought. I really believe this young man 
wanted what Jesus had to offer but unfortunately, he wanted it on his own terms. He wanted salvation but not on Jesus’ terms. 
The same thing happens to many of us. We want to be saved, we want to receive the gift of heaven but only on our own terms. 
In the case of the rich young ruler, Jesus, knowing that he had great wealth, commanded that he sell everything and follow 
Him. He couldn’t do it because his allegiance was to worldly things, not heavenly. The bottom line is we are not saved by fol-
lowing the Law, or by giving away everything we have, no, we are saved by grace through faith and allegiance to God alone! 
We cannot covet the things of the world and at the same time claim allegiance to Christ. We must serve one or the other. I 
choose Jesus, what about you? 

• What was significant about the rich young ruler calling Jesus, “good?”

• Why did Jesus respond to the young man about this first? 

• What did the rich young ruler really want from Jesus? 

• Why did the rich young ruler walk away in sorrow and what was his sin?

• How are many in the church today like the rich young ruler? 

• Where is your allegiance? To the world or to Christ?

FURTHER READING:  MARK 10:28-31

SPEND SOME TIME IN PRAYER:

A=ADORATION  C=CONFESSION  T=THANKSGIVING  S=SUPPLICATION



THURSDAY | JUNE 10, 2021

READ:  LUKE 18:18-30 

SCRIPTURE VERSE:  “I have obeyed all those commandments since I was a boy,” the ruler said.” - Luke 18:21

TODAY’S THOUGHT:  

“You call me Master and obey me not,

You call me Light and see me not;

You call me Way and walk not;

You call me Life and desire me not;

You call me Wise and follow me not;

You call me Fair and love me not;

You call me Rich and ask me not;

You call me Eternal and seek me not;

You call me Gracious and trust me not;

You call me Noble and serve me not;

You call me Mighty and honor me not;

You call me Just and fear me not;

If I condemn you, BLAME ME not!”

—Unknown

Like many of us today, the rich young ruler had a very superficial view of sin. We all try to keep the Law, which is what gen-
erally brings us to the feet of Christ. We also tend to compare ourselves to those around us. When we look at others who call 
themselves followers and in comparison consider ourselves better, we think we must be doing ok, and we make a very deadly 
mistake. Remember, Jesus wasn’t quoting the Law as a means of salvation because the Law is not what saves us. Only Jesus 
can save us! However, He holds up the Law as a mirror to reveal our sinfulness. 

When the rich young ruler looked in the mirror of the Law that Jesus held before him, he refused to see the stains and blemishes 
of his life. We tend to do the same thing, whether by comparing ourselves to others or looking into the mirror Jesus holds before 
our lives. What does our reflection show? The rich young ruler was possessed with the love of money and would not let it go. 
His reflection produced sorrow, and he walked away. Regardless of what blocks or distorts our reflection, if we do not open 
our eyes to it and deal with it, we, too, will walk away in sorrow and sadness. The reflection we should be mirroring is that of 
Jesus, not others, and not ourselves. Paul wrote that we all sin and fall short of the glory of God, but when we acknowledge 
our sin and confess, it is Christ who is faithful and just to forgive us! Whatever is blurring your vision of Jesus, realize it today 
and allow Him to wash it away and make you new!

• What was distorting the vision of the rich young ruler? 

• Why do you think he refused to see his blemishes? 

• What is distorting your reflection in the mirror of Christ? 

• Have you acknowledged it and confessed to Jesus? 

• When we sincerely confess our sins before Christ what does He promise? 

FURTHER READING:  PROVERBS 11:28 

SPEND SOME TIME IN PRAYER:

A=ADORATION  C=CONFESSION  T=THANKSGIVING  S=SUPPLICATION



FRIDAY | JUNE 11, 2021

READ:  LUKE 18:18-30 

SCRIPTURE VERSE:  “I tell you the truth,” Jesus said to them, “no one who has left home or wife or brothers or parents or chil-
dren for the sake of the kingdom of God 30 will fail to receive many times as much in this age and, in the age to come, eternal 
life.” - Luke 18:29-30

TODAY’S THOUGHT:  

“Money talks, we have been told since childhood. Listen to this dollar speak: “You hold me in your hand and call me 
yours. Yet may I not as well call you mine. See how easily I rule you? To gain me, you would all but die. I am invalu-
able as rain, essential as water. Without me, men and institutions would die. Yet I do not hold the power of life for 
them; I am futile without the stamp of your desire. I go nowhere unless you send me. I keep strange company. For me, 
men mock, love, and scorn character. Yet, I am appointed to the service of saints, give education to the growing mind, 
and food to the starving bodies of the poor. My power is terrific. Handle me carefully and wisely, lest you become my 
servant, rather than I yours.” 

—Ray O. Jones 

The rich young ruler walked away from Jesus that day filled with sorrow and great sadness because he could not willingly let 
go of all his wealth. Again, he wanted what Jesus had to offer but only if he could have it on his terms. As the disciples watched 
this event go down, they were shocked. But were they more appalled by what the rich young ruler did by rejecting what Jesus 
had to offer, or more shocked at what Jesus said to them next. As the young rich man slumped away, Jesus said to them, “it is 
very difficult for rich people to be saved.”  

During that day, including the Jews, many considered those who had gained great wealth to be men marked by God’s bless-
ing. It’s easy then to understand the disciples’ shock. They figured if it’s that hard for the rich man to enter the kingdom, what 
hope is there for the rest of us? Please hear this; no one is suggesting that possessing lots of money and material wealth keeps 
folks out of heaven. On the contrary, we read of many wealthy men in the scriptures, including Abraham, David, and Solomon. 
The problem becomes when the wealth possesses us. When we place our faith and trust in our riches, it makes salvation a 
challenging proposition. I saw this a lot during one of my earlier ministry assignments. Many of the people I served were very 
comfortable, and they had what they wanted and more.  But unfortunately, it was their wealth that gave them a false sense of 
success and security.  Feeling satisfied with what they had, they never felt their need for God. That’s the danger that comes with 
great wealth. Sadly, it gets hard to let go. 

Upon seeing the rich young man walk away, Peter reminds Jesus that they had left everything they had to follow Him. I don’t 
think Peter was being sarcastic or obnoxious but just realizing the difference in perspectives. This young rich man chose to walk 
away when Jesus asked him to follow while Peter, and the rest of the disciples, dropped everything they knew and immediately 
followed Jesus. It is then that Jesus reminds his disciples of the many benefits of following Him. He promised them all, not only 
blessings in this life but in the life to come! Jesus offers the same blessings today for all who will faithfully follow Him. With this 
story, Jesus was warning us not to get caught up in a faith that does not change our values or upsets our lifestyle. Although 
Jesus doesn’t command every sinner to sell everything and give it to the poor, He will put His finger of conviction in those areas 
of our lives where we are dishonest to God and ourselves.  The question becomes will we let go and follow Him?

• Why do you think it is said that “money is the root of all evil?”

• Since wealth was considered a sign of God’s blessing, what makes it a problem for the disciples?

• What is the way into the kingdom of God? 

• How do the little children reflect this attitude better than the rich young ruler?

• Where do you stand when it comes to money? Do you possess it for the kingdom? Or does it possess you?

FURTHER READING:  EZEKIEL 33:31

SPEND SOME TIME IN PRAYER:  A=ADORATION  C=CONFESSION  T=THANKSGIVING  S=SUPPLICATION


