
Homecoming 
WEEK 3

STUDY GUIDE





MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 2021
Read:  Matthew 20:20-28

Scripture Verse: “Jesus called them together. He said, “You 
know about the rulers of the nations. They hold power over 
their people. Their high officials order them around. Don’t be 
like that. Instead, anyone who wants to be important among 
you must be your servant.”  - Matthew 20:25-26

Today’s Thought:
Let me give a little context to our passage. If you will remember, James 
and John were the first disciples Jesus had asked to follow him. Momma 
Z sure did, and now she was a bit nervous with Jesus' latest teaching 
that the first shall be last. Like any proud mom, she asked Jesus to place 
her sons, whom He had asked to follow him first, at two of the highest 
places in the new kingdom.  

Unfortunately, the disciples still didn't fully understand the meaning 
of Jesus' mission. Jesus knew that His glory would only be revealed 
through His suffering on the cross. Were any of the disciples ready or 
willing to take on that level of suffering for others? Were James and 
John capable of sharing in His cup of pain and humiliation? Now, wit-
nessing all this, the other disciples are mad at James and John for even 
asking such a question, even through their mom. 

Regardless, Jesus tells Momma Z that it's not His place to put anyone in 
those places of honor on his left or his right but that alone belonged to 
the Father.  

Jesus uses the moment to teach. He used rulers of nations to show 
them that some in this world hold power over their people. And with that 
power, they order people around. But Jesus taught them not to be like 
that. If you want to be influential among your peers, then be their ser-
vant. If you're going to be first, then make yourself a slave to others. The 
Messiah had come to give His life for others; all who are His disciples 
must learn to serve.

• Why do you think Momma Z asked Jesus what she did? 

• Do you think the boys put her up to it? Why or why not?

• Why do you think the other disciples got angry?

• What did her question show us about the disciples’ view of the 
kingdom?



• Of what “cup” must the disciples partake to share in Jesus’ kingdom?

Further Reading:  Mark 10:35-41



TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 28, 2021
Read:  Matthew 20:20-28

Scripture Verse:  “And anyone who wants to be first must be 
your slave.”  - Matthew 20:27

Today’s Thought:
Matthew, in these short few verses, has drawn for us the great contrast 
of two kingdoms. The two kingdoms of which he speaks is the kingdom 
of this world versus God's kingdom. Jesus is teaching the disciples what 
greatness looks like from each kingdom's perspective. He shared with 
them in verse 25 that greatness is viewed through power and author-
ity in this world—power and control over others. In the world kingdom, 
rulers demand that others serve them and often use coercive power 
to mandate compliance. (Sound familiar) These worldly rulers tend to 
magnify themselves at the expense of others regardless of the conse-
quences.  

Jesus draws for us an obvious and profound contrast between his king-
dom and that of this world. It all falls under the clearest of narratives in 
his description of what it means to be a servant. The servant abandons 
all needs for power and authority in a humble effort to serve God and 
others. The servant-leader finds himself among those he serves, not 
over them. By contrast, he chooses to minister to others, not coerce, 
mandate, or manipulate them. His service to others is always motivated 
by love and is the power of his testimony. He never seeks to magnify his 
importance but emphasizes the importance of others. This world rejects 
this kind of leadership. As Christ-followers, our lives must be a picture 
and example of servanthood because it was Jesus Himself who came 
"not to be served, but to serve, to give His life as a ransom for ours!  We 
must learn that the way to greatness in Christ’s kingdom is through 
humility and service to others.

• What contrast does Jesus set up between the Gentile kingdom and 
God’s kingdom? 

• How does Jesus model this new way for us? 

• In what area of your life do you need to be more of a servant?

Further Reading:  Matthew 23:11





WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 2021
Read:  Phil 2:1-11

Scripture Verse:  “Don’t do anything only to get ahead. Don’t 
do it because you are proud. Instead, be free of pride. Think 
of others as better than yourselves.”  - Philippians 2:3

Today’s Thought:
As we move along our spiritual journey toward what it means to serve, 
Paul seeks to provide us with incentives for unity within the body of 
Christ. Evidently, some elements of selfishness and pride infiltrated the 
church at Philippi that was causing some disunity. It is vital that as we 
grow in our faith that we remain a united body. We must be willing to 
set aside our own lives for the sake of others. When the church is unified, 
it exudes confidence, fellowship, and witness for the kingdom. Together 
we can withstand any enemy or opponent with assurance and hope. 
Now we understand why Paul opens the text with his three questions. 

Paul is teaching the church the importance of being like-minded in 
service to others. Together we are comforted and encouraged in love 
through the Holy Spirit to display a tenderness and more profound 
feeling of belonging to Christ. The Philippians were experiencing great 
benefits because of their commitment to Jesus Christ. Much of which 
was due to having the same mindset of being like Christ.  

Today we need to have this same desire and determination to love one 
another. Like the Philippians, we must be willing to put aside our ambi-
tions and become humble, like servants. Let's remember that this was 
a shocking idea for people who thought of slaves as the downtrodden 
failures of humanity. Nobody wants to be like that. But Jesus was.

Within this text, Paul is giving us one of the most transparent pictures of 
what humility looks like according to the Gospel. It is not the surrender 
of a weak man but a strong man's ability to reject selfish pride and de-
termination to make himself concerned with the needs and desires of 
others. This becomes the picture of what it means to be like Christ. We 
are all called to serve one another.

• As you read between the lines of our text, what was wrong with the 
church in Philippi?

• What does it mean to consider someone better than ourselves? 



• How is humility different than being a doormat? 

• How does this passage challenge society’s definition of success? 

• What is your next step in becoming a servant?

Further Reading:  Romans 15:1-7



THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 30, 2021
Read:  Philippians 2:1-11

Scripture Verse:  “Instead, he made himself nothing. He took 
on the very nature of a servant. He was made in human 
form.”  - Philippians 2:7

Today’s Thought:
As we continue our study in Philippians 2, Paul's description of humility 
gets more precise and more evident as he paints it as the portrait of 
Christ. Think about Jesus for a moment from the standpoint of who He 
is as part of the Trinity. Jesus, as part of this Holy Trinity, needed nothing. 
He had it all. He had all the praise and glory of heaven surrounding him. 
And together with the Father and Spirit, He ruled the very universe He 
created! Yet, Jesus did not consider His equality with God something to 
hang on to selfishly.  

Jesus displayed for us a willingness to relinquish his rightful claim to his 
part of the deity. Willing to give up His glories as part of the Godhead 
and the Creator to appear in our realm in the form of a human crea-
ture. Jesus not only placed himself in the likeness of a fallen creature 
to share in its disgrace but to suffer the punishment due for the mean-
est and nastiest among them. As an example of the ultimate humility, 
Christ emptied Himself of all His "godness," which He will again receive 
at his exaltation. Through emptying himself and being made in the like-
ness of man, Jesus became the most excellent example of both humili-
ation and obedience ever to be seen.  

Jesus did not put His considerations above others but placed theirs first. 
His attitude was that of unselfish concern for others. Paul is showing 
us "the mind of Christ," an attitude that says, "I cannot keep my privi-
leges for myself, I must use them for others; and to do this, I will gladly 
lay them aside and pay whatever price is necessary." This attitude or 
mindset of Christ is to be ours as well. When we take on the mind of 
Christ, humility and obedience become our lifestyle allowing us to put 
others before ourselves. In this world, we can expect unsaved people to 
be selfish and wanting, but this cannot be for those who follow Christ.

• What do you think it was like for Jesus to leave heaven and be-
come human?

• Who do you admire because they put the interests of others before 
their own?



• How do you balance meeting the needs of others with meeting 
your own needs? 

• What is one specific way you can imitate Christ’s humility this 
week?

Further Reading:  Acts 17:22-28



FRIDAY, OCTOBER 1, 2021
Read:  John 13:1-17

Scripture Verse:  “I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed 
your feet. So you also should wash one another’s feet. I have 
given you an example. You should do as I have done for 
you.”  - John 13:14-15

Today’s Thought:
In John 13, Jesus teaches us by example once again, this time by wash-
ing his disciples' feet. It would seem from the text that the disciples were 
a bit shocked and taken aback by Jesus' actions. Jesus, the Messiah, 
got up from the dinner table where they were all seated together, took 
off his robe and, after pouring water into a large basin, wrapped himself 
in a towel and began to wash their feet.  They had to be thinking, "not 
even Jewish servants washed their Master's feet, but here was the Mas-
ter of the Table performing such a menial task.  

It would have been a unique mark of affection for even a host or host-
ess to wash a guest's feet, but it was never standard operating proce-
dure. Yet, Jesus wanting to set the example of being a servant, took on 
the role of a foot washer. Jesus laid aside His high position for them and, 
by this act, rebuked the disciple's selfishness and pride. He gave them 
an unforgettable lesson in humility that night.  

If the Messiah could place himself at the lowest level of servanthood for 
His disciples, then how much more should we be willing to serve others 
in this same way. It may not mean we have to wash someone's dirty 
feet, but the question becomes, are we willing? Peter would later write 
these words concerning our pride, "Young men, follow the lead of those 
who are older. All of you put on a spirit that is free of pride toward each 
other as if it were your clothes. Scripture says, "God opposes those who 
are proud. But he gives grace to those who are not." (Proverbs 3:34) So 
don't be proud. Put yourselves under God's mighty hand. Then he will 
honor you at the right time."  

I want to end our thought today with a word from Warren Wiersbe who 
wrote these words concerning our humility, "Jesus was the Sovereign, 
yet He took the place of a servant. He had all things in His hands, yet He 
picked up a towel. He was Lord and Master, yet He served His followers. 
It has well been said that humility is not thinking meanly of yourself; it 
is simply not thinking of yourself at all. True humility grows out of our 
relationship with the Father. If our desire is to know and do the Father's 



will so that we might glorify His name, then we will experience the joy of 
following Christ's example and serving others." Amen.

• What is your first impression after reading the foot washing story?

• Why did Jesus wash his disciples’ feet? 

• What did Jesus mean when he said, “Unless I wash you, you have 
no part with me?”

• What task that you currently perform is most like “washing feet?”

• What is one thing you will do this week in following Jesus’ example 
of caring through serving?

Further Reading:  Matthew 10:24-25
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