
STORIES OF HOPE
WEEK 1: “JESUS IS ALIVE!” 

THURSDAY: APRIL 16, 2020

READ: John 20:11-18

SCRIPTURE VERSE: “Jesus is Alive!” Mark 16:6

APPLYING GOD’S WORD:

Yesterday we talked about the questions Jesus asked Mary. Notice they did not penetrate the grief she was feeling or the con-
fusion she was experiencing. Her worldview seemed to be determined by the harsh reality that the tomb was empty. She begs 
this person she sees, this “gardener” for assistance and asks: “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid 
him, and I will take him away” (20:15).

Because Mary still has no categories with which to grasp the significance of the empty tomb, she assumes that the solution to 
the mystery of the missing body lies within her control. If the gardener would just tell her what she needs to know, she would 
take care of the situation.

It is amazing to me how we can all be a lot like Mary. I get that she was dealing with her circumstances from a place of intense 
grief and confusion. She was trying to cope with a very troubling and traumatic ordeal.  She wanted to take control of the 
situation from the gardener. Did you notice in the text Mary’s two “I” statements?  She was going to fix the problem. I think is 
gets that way for you and me sometimes. We try to take control of things sometimes too when all we need to do is let God be 
God. I love the next thing that happened - Jesus called her by name and she recognized her Shepherd’s voice! When we stop 
trying to control things we cannot control and listen for our Shepherd’s voice He will guide our path to the green pastures and 
still waters. 

FURTHER READING:  LUKE 24:1-12

SPEND SOME TIME IN PRAYER:

A=adoration
C=confession
T=thanksgiving
S=supplication

Blessings for a great Thursday,
Pastor Randy




