
STORIES OF HOPE
WEEK 3: “FAITH OF A MUSTARD SEED” 

MONDAY:  APRIL 27, 2020

READ:  MATTHEW 17:14-21

SCRIPTURE VERSE:  “He replied, “Because your faith is much too small. What I’m about to tell you is true. If you have 
faith as small as a mustard seed, it is enough.“  Matthew 17:20

TODAY’S THOUGHT:

As we begin our week delving into “faith” allow me to lay some groundwork for the chapter we are focusing on from this past 
weekend’s message. In Matthew 15:21 through Matthew 17:27 we incur a theological (the study of God) turning point in 
Matthew’s story of Jesus and His ministry. We read in these chapters of how the King (Jesus) was rejected by His whole people 
(Jews), not just by the religious leadership. When we say the people (Jews) rejected or opposed Jesus what we are really say-
ing is that they refused to commit themselves to Him by faith!

Although the refusal of the people to commit themselves to Jesus was certainly real, Jesus turns His message from His kingdom 
to the mission of His cross. With that Jesus began to lay out more clearly the way of life that was to be adopted and adapted 
by those who have faith bonds to Him.

In order to gain a better understanding of faith and to prepare us for this week’s dive into our faith, go back and read  
Ch. 15:21 through the end of Ch 17 and then ponder the following questions:

• Why did Jesus speak of a foreign woman as a “dog”?

• What is the cross Jesus’ disciples are called on to bear?

• What are, or were, the keys to His kingdom?

• How did Peter line up with Satan against Christ?

• What is the firm foundation against which even the gates of hell cannot prevail?

• Does our degree of faith effect how we answer?

As you read through these chapters it will be very clear that the focus is on “faith.” The term faith is used differently in both the 
OT and NT but faith is essentially a personal, trusting response to God, who speaks to us words of promise. And faith becomes 
our inner response to the Good News that God loves us and that Jesus Christ has a made a way for us to live forever with Him 
in heaven.  Now that’s a promise!

Our Heavenly Father is so trustworthy that we do not need to hesitate to trust ourselves to Him.

FURTHER READING:  MARK 9:14-24

SPEND SOME TIME IN PRAYER. THE FOCUS THIS WEEK IS STRENGTHENING OUR FAITH.

A=ADORATION
C=CONFESSION
T=THANKSGIVING
S=SUPPLICATION

Blessings for a great Monday,
Pastor Randy


