
STORIES OF HOPE
WEEK 2: “WHERE IS YOUR HOPE?” 

TUESDAY:  APRIL 21, 2020

READ:  Luke 24:13-34

SCRIPTURE VERSE:  “It’s true! The Lord has risen! He has appeared to Simon!” -Luke 24:34

LISTENING TO GOD’S STORY:

The scene changes. It is afternoon on the same day. Two of Jesus’ disciples—Cleopas and perhaps his wife—are on their way 
home. Their village is Emmaus, which is about seven miles from Jerusalem.

The two are deep in conversation about all that has happened. It has been a Passover from hell, seared by horror and littered 
with broken dreams. Their supremely gifted leader, their prophet and Messiah, has been brutally put to death. That was Friday. 
This morning, all was rumor and confusion—an empty tomb and a sighting of angels—but nothing more than hysteria and wish-
ful thinking.

As they walk, a stranger joins them. It is the risen Jesus, but they are somehow kept from recognizing him. He is, after all, the 
last person they expect to see. Not only do they believe he is dead, but they are also disillusioned with him. With the setting 
sun is in their eyes, Jesus asks them what they’re talking about, and Cleopas tells him the whole story. Instead of sympathizing, 
the stranger calls them foolish and slow! Don’t they realize that all these things had to happen to the Christ?

Jesus talks about his death and resurrection in the light of the scriptures. Israel has always suffered—sometimes because of the 
oppression of others, and sometimes through her own fault. God’s people have been summed up in the suffering servant—
wounded, abandoned and bearing the pain and punishment of others (Isaiah 53).

• What do you think some of the topics might have been this couple was talking about as they walked 
along?

• What might have been the tone of their voices?

• What hopes of theirs were dashed? What plans might they have been making?

• How does the couple react to the stranger when he appears to them?

• Why do you think the stranger may have spoken to them and reminded them about what the prophet  
Isaiah wrote about in chapter 53 of yesterday’s further reading?

FURTHER READING:  READ DEUTERONOMY 18:15; MATTHEW 17:5; MARK 9:7; JOHN 5:46

SPEND SOME TIME IN PRAYER:

A=adoration
C=confession
T=thanksgiving
S=supplication

Have a blessed Tuesday,
Pastor Randy


