
UNSHAKABLE
MONDAY:  JUNE 15, 2020

READ:  ACTS 10:1-8

SCRIPTURE VERSE:  “From one man he made all the people of the world. Now they live all over the earth. He decided 
exactly when they should live. And he decided exactly where they should live.” - Acts 17:26

TODAY’S THOUGHT:  

We are living in a time of history that is once again filled with ethnic tension. I say “ethnic” because the scriptures teach us 
that God has created us ALL in his image as one race – “human.”  In our memory verse today, the writer confirms it for us that 
“from one man (Adam literally means humankind) he made all the people of the world.  All of the ethnic groups of the world 
come from Noah’s three sons Ham, Japeth and Shem and their wives.  What makes that so wonderful, is the wonder of our 
diversity.  And God wants it that way because John describes the scene in heaven as a place that includes every tribe, nation, 
tongue, and people.  Heaven will not only be a celebration of the greatness of our God but a celebration of our diversity.   

Meanwhile, back on earth we have an issue.  The question becomes to followers of Christ and the Church, “how should we 
respond?”  In Acts 10:1-8, we are taught how to respond to those who are different from us.  We know that there were tensions 
in the early church and pressures from those on the outside that opposed the Gospel message.  All of these forces together 
sought out to create disruption and division in the body of those who believed.  The goal of the disruptors was to stop the 
church from growing.  Their goal is the same today.  Satan uses everything he can to try and stop us from spreading the mes-
sage of the Gospel to all of humanity and all ethnicities.  When we are divided over whatever the issue and we are not able to 
get along with our brothers and sisters, we are distracted from our true mission. 

For Peter the struggle was how do I work and relate with a Roman centurion.  The Roman’s name was Cornelius.  Cornelius 
and his family were faithful believers in God, yet Peter struggled with their ethnicity.  The Jews and Romans have a history and 
that history had created a divide that was ultimately keeping the message of Christ from the Gentiles.  Remember, Jesus had 
directed the disciples in His Great Commission to go into ALL the world and make disciples.  Even those who are different from 
you.  God was using this reconciliation between Peter and Cornelius to demonstrate the healing that needed to take place if 
the Gospel was to spread.  This healing event would lead to, in God’s timing, the healing transition between the Jews and the 
Samaritans as well as with the Gentiles.  It wouldn’t happen all at once, it would take time, but the process had begun.    

There are several things we can learn from today’s story as we search within ourselves for anything that would hold us back 
from loving all who may be different than us.  First, we must believe in the full humanity of every ethnic group (Moore).  This 
puts all of humanity on the same plain to serve and love one another.  Second, we have to be willing to admit our own preju-
dices against those who are different than us.  We all have them and the first step to healing is admitting it and then beginning 
to allow God to heal us from the inside out.  A third lesson we can learn is that when we are a part of God’s family of faith, we 
are all a part of the Kingdom Culture.  Being a part of the Kingdom Culture is what allows us to call each other brother and sis-
ter.  And as a part of the Kingdom Culture our ethnic culture takes second place!  We are all the same in the Kingdom of God!

One final thought.  Mark Moore the author of Core 52 points this out in his essay on Racism: there are two places in our cul-
ture where this ethic issue fails to take hold, on the battlefield and on the sports field. (page 274) Our ethnic background does 
not come into play on the battlefield or the sports field because we all have a common goal.  On the battlefield we all want to 
stay alive and win the war.  On the sports field the common goal is to win the championship.  As I thought about that, I tried to 
put this concept into a process to promote the change we all desire in the body of Christ.  If as followers of Christ (all human 
ethnicities) we add a shared common goal (Loving God, loving others, making disciples) it brings unity to the body of Christ 
under the only banner which changes and sustains us Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Ethnic reconciliation will only happen this side of 
heaven when we are unified in purpose under the banner of Christ and His Church. 

FURTHER READING:  

SPEND SOME TIME IN PRAYER:  

A=adoration  C=confession  T=thanksgiving  S=supplication

In His hands,  

Pastor Randy


