
MONDAY | APRIL 12, 2021

READ:  LUKE 3:21-22; JOSHUA 3:14-16 

SCRIPTURE VERSE:  “When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized too. And as he was praying, heaven was 
opened.”  - Luke 3:21

TODAY’S THOUGHT:  

I will never forget my baptism. I attended a “special” series of services called a revival. That was when a visiting preacher 
came to our church and would teach from God’s Word every night for a week. (And you had to go.) During a message, I 
felt the tug of the Holy Spirit in my heart. My sins convicted me, and I understood for the first time my need for a Savior. Jesus 
Christ was that Savior. I prayed and told Jesus how sorry I was for my sins, and He forgave me! I made Jesus my Lord and 
Savior that night. Not long after that, my pastor asked our church family if anyone would like to be baptized. My mom and I 
signed up for baptism as the next step in our spiritual experience. I learned that my baptism served as a symbolic testimony of 
my participation in Christ’s death, burial, and resurrection. On that day, I became a new creation; my old self washed away! 
Although I will never forget that day in an Ohio pond, years later, I had the privilege and opportunity to be baptized in the 
Jordan River in Israel, close to the place John baptized Jesus. I cannot even begin to express how special that moment was in 
Israel.  

During the start of Jesus’ public ministry, his cousin, John the Baptist, was preaching and baptizing the people who came 
to him, preparing the way for Jesus’ ministry. In today’s text, we read that Jesus, too, was baptized by John. It was an event 
marked with approval by the voice of God as He ascended upon the scene in the form of a dove. We understand that baptism 
is a symbol of death and new life. Paul taught this in Romans 6:4-5, “By being baptized, we were buried with Christ into his 
death. Christ has been raised from the dead by the Father’s glory. And like Christ, we also can live a new life. By being bap-
tized, we have been joined with him in his death. We will certainly also be joined with him in his resurrection.” What a gift and 
promise!

John was surprised when Jesus came to him in the water that day seeking baptism. He was surprised because this rite was an 
expression of repentance, so why should Jesus observe such a ritual when He was without sin. It was because our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ wanted to show us that there is no area of life, He was not willing to undergo first as our example. It would 
be this unselfish act by Jesus and God’s voice declaring the unique identity of His Son through baptism that inaugurated His 
ministry. It was in that moment that God called out, “this is my Son, with Him I am well pleased.” Jesus is now recognized and 
anointed by God as the chosen king. Although Jesus was their Messiah and king, he first wanted them to see him pictured in 
the prophecy of Isaiah, where God’s servant endures undeserved suffering so that others may be forgiven and healed. And He 
did it for you and me!

• What do you remember most about your baptism? If you haven’t been baptized why not?

• What is significant about Jesus being baptized at the same time as “all the people”?

• What three things happen at Jesus’ baptism that make it unlike the others?

• Do you think Jesus was any different after His baptism?

FURTHER READING:  MATTHEW 3:13-17; MARK 1:9-11

SPEND SOME TIME IN PRAYER:

A=ADORATION  C=CONFESSION  T=THANKSGIVING  S=SUPPLICATION

APRIL 12 -  16 | WEEK 1



TUESDAY | APRIL 13, 2021

READ:  LUKE 3:21-22 

SCRIPTURE VERSE:  “The Holy Spirit came down on him in the form of a dove. A voice came from heaven. It said, “You are my 
Son, and I love you. I am very pleased with you.” 

TODAY’S THOUGHT:  

It all got started with John, coming out of the desert crying out with the announcement of God’s Word for all that would hear. 
His challenge to the people was a change of heart, and his message was straightforward in-your-face preaching! John’s mes-
sage was heart-piercing truth, and he called the people out. No longer were the people to rely on the faith of their ancestors. 
John taught that they must believe in their hearts to be right with God. He told them they must stop hating and fighting with one 
another.  He wanted them to live differently.

John’s message was simple; there had to be a change in the people’s hearts. He told them God was about to do something, 
and judgment would soon come. For them to be ready for what God was about to do, their lives had to be made new. The 
truth John preached began with repentance and climaxed in baptism, as a public display of one’s choice to turn back or away 
from their sin. Through baptism with water, they were made a new creation. They could now live in harmony with God and 
holiness. This new life would completely break from the old life of sin. In John’s message of repentance and baptism also came 
the news of the coming Savior and Messiah! He announced to the people that the Messiah would soon be there!  

The day soon arrived as John was baptizing many, that Jesus did show up. With his appearance Jesus presented himself to 
the people and to John for baptism. He stood in the Jordan that day with John and was baptized in plain view identifying 
with them and the righteousness this act symbolized. That day began the ministry of Christ as was confirmed by the voice of 
the Father from heaven. New life in Jesus was possible for all. Today, there may be little we can do about injustice around the 
world at large. However, we can act now to let Jesus Christ change our hearts and lives and bring purity to our little corner of 
His world.

• What do Adam and Jesus have in common? (V38)

• How has Jesus been like a “new Adam” for you, giving you a fresh start in life? 

• How does Jesus’ sonship form the basis for the way the Father sees you?

• What means the most to you about your own baptism?

FURTHER READING:  PSALM 2

SPEND SOME TIME IN PRAYER:

A=ADORATION  C=CONFESSION  T=THANKSGIVING  S=SUPPLICATION



WEDNESDAY | APRIL 14, 2021

READ:  JOSHUA 3:1-17 

SCRIPTURE VERSE:  “Joshua spoke to the people. He said, “Set yourselves apart to the LORD. Tomorrow he’ll do amazing 
things among you.” - Joshua 3:5 

TODAY’S THOUGHT:  

Have you ever met a time in life where whatever it was you faced seemed insurmountable? An unexpected illness? An unex-
pected debt? A surprising left turn in life? I think we all have had more than one of these kinds of life experiences. In today’s 
text, we read of a time in the Israelite people’s lives when what they faced coming out of a time of wandering in the desert 
for 40 years seemed impossible.  For the Hebrew people, this time, it was crossing the raging waters of the Jordan River.  The 
question they faced, “would God be up to the challenge again as He was with their ancestors, 40 years prior at the Red Sea?” 
Would the God who had allowed their forefathers to cross the Red Sea on dry ground provide the same miraculous interven-
tion here at the Jordan River?

As Joshua led this new generation of Israelites toward the promised land, they faced many challenges. And the challenge they 
now faced was right in front of them at the Jordan River. What could be so intimidating to them about a river after hearing the 
stories of their ancestors crossing a sea? But now that it came time to cross the river, it raged at flood stage due to the recent 
heavy rains.  The river was a foreboding sight to the priests and people and a severe test of their faith. Would they hesitate in 
fear, or would they advance in faith? 

Just like the Israelite people, we, too, will come across those seemingly insurmountable challenges of life. These challenges pro-
vide a test of our faith. Will we hesitate in fear, or will we advance in faith? God’s presence was with Joshua and the Hebrew 
people as symbolized by the Ark of the Covenant. His presence is with us through the Holy Spirit, which lives in us, placed 
there when we repented and accepted Christ as our Lord.  The critical point to remember is when life seems impossible to 
overcome, nothing is impossible with our God! We must keep our eyes fixed on Him and not the raging waters of life.  God will 
lead us through the impossible, just as He did Joshua and the Hebrew people.  We must keep our eyes focused on Jesus. 

• As the people were camping along the Jordan waiting to cross over into Canaan, what do you suppose they 
were doing? How might they be feeling? 

• What do you think Joshua and the Hebrew people were learning about God?

• What was God testing?

• Have you ever felt like what you faced in life was a test of your faith? 

• What is God teaching you through today’s study?

FURTHER READING:  I CHRONICLES 12:15-18

SPEND SOME TIME IN PRAYER:

A=ADORATION  C=CONFESSION  T=THANKSGIVING  S=SUPPLICATION



THURSDAY | APRIL 15, 2021

READ:  JOSHUA 3:7-17 

SCRIPTURE VERSE:  “…The priests came to the river. Their feet touched the water’s edge.  Right away the water that was com-
ing down the river stopped flowing.” - Joshua 3:15b-16a 

TODAY’S THOUGHT:  

Joshua and the Hebrew people had just come through thirty days of mourning following the death of Moses. They had just 
spent three days camping alongside the Jordan River, and the wait was finally over.  After forty years of testing and wandering 
in the wilderness, it was time for Joshua to lead the people of Israel into the Promised Land. In today’s text, Joshua lays out the 
strategy for moving an estimated three million men, women, and children from one side of the raging Jordan River to the other. 
The opening needed to carry that many people quickly through the river basin to the other side would need to be pretty broad. 
The challenge was enormous and looked impossible on its face. However, God had a plan. 

At the Red Sea, God had Moses raise his staff out over the sea, and God held back the waters so that all the people could 
cross to the other side on dry land. But that wasn’t how God had chosen to move this time. Although Joshua probably had Mo-
ses’ staff with him, God would ask Joshua and the people to step out in faith before He would make a way across the river. The 
priests had the Ark of the Covenant in their possession, and Joshua told the people that the Ark would lead the way into the 
Promised Land. The priests carried the Ark to the edge of the raging water. I don’t know about you, but it seems a bit careless 
that anyone would try and carry a heavy metal box into a fast-moving river, at flood stage, and not expect to drown.   God’s 
ways are higher than our ways, that’s for sure! 

For the Jordan crossing to be achieved, the people would have to follow God’s strategy for them. God had commanded that 
the people should follow the Ark. The Ark represented God’s presence with his people based on their sins being forgiven 
through shed blood. The fact that the people were to follow the Ark served as a picture of God guiding the people of Israel as 
they entered Canaan. It also pictured for them how their success in Canaan would be achieved, namely, by following the Lord. 
Next, the people were to keep 1000 feet of distance between themselves and God’s Ark. Although the people could keep 
the Ark visibly in their sight, it did not mean they could get close to it. In this, we see two aspects of God’s nature. We see the 
comforting presence of God, but we also see his excellent, fearsome glory!

The Lord would be the one who would open the waters of the Jordan for His people. For God to perform His miracle, the 
priests had to make the first move and carry the Ark into the raging Jordan. If the priests responded in faith, God would cause 
two miracles to occur before them. In faith, the priests entered the raging waters with the Ark in tow, and God answered! First, 
the waters below where the priests stood immediately began to flow away from them, and the water above them stood up 
“as a heap.” Then the second miracle happened. The riverbed, which had been under the Jordan’s raging waters, was instan-
taneously dry! The dry ground allowed the people to cross over to the other side without issue. Some may doubt that such 
miracles occurred. But if we believe in God, we have no reason to doubt the miracles of the Bible. God made this world and 
put in place the laws by which it operates, but he is not shut out of His own world. When it so pleases him, God can step in to 
suspend the very laws he has made to do the extraordinary! 

God used Joshua to lead His people across the Jordan into the Promised Land, and He used it to teach them certain truths. The 
people now knew the way they were to go and that the Lord was with Joshua as their leader, and they would know that the 
living God was among them. What does this ancient epic teach us today? It teaches us the importance of following the Lord 
because He always has a way for us to follow in every situation of life. We find that way in His Word! The story also teaches 
us the importance of reverence. The privilege of knowing God through faith in Christ does not change the fact that God is to 
be treated with our most profound awe and respect. And lastly, we learn the importance of trusting the word of the Lord. God’s 
promise that the river would part, could only happen if the priests entered the raging water. The priests had to demonstrate by 
their actions that they were trusting the Lord to keep his promise. 

With this story comes a picture of our salvation. It is our sins and God’s wrath which separate us from one another. It was Jesus, 
our Lord, who prepared the way for us to cross that barrier of separation. The arms of Christ spread out and nailed to the cross 
on Calvary bridged the gap. We must believe by faith and look to the Lord Jesus, then just like the people of Israel, we can 
achieve eternal peace with God.



• How do you think the priests were feeling as they approached the raging water? 

• What does the Ark signify?

• Why did the people need to keep their distance from the Ark as they followed and crossed the river?

• What indications do you see of a lack of reverence for God in the world and in the church? 

• How does reading this story strengthen your faith?

• How do we learn to keep our eyes on the Lord and learn His ways? Are you?

FURTHER READING:  EXODUS 14:15-31

SPEND SOME TIME IN PRAYER:

A=ADORATION  C=CONFESSION  T=THANKSGIVING  S=SUPPLICATION



FRIDAY | APRIL 16, 2021

READ:  JOSHUA 4:1-24 

SCRIPTURE VERSE:  “The LORD your God dried up the Jordan for you until you had gone across it. He did to the Jordan River 
the same thing he had done to the Red Sea. He dried up the Red Sea ahead of us until we had gone across it. He did it so that 
all of the nations on earth would know that he is powerful. He did it so that you would always have respect for the LORD your 
God.” - Joshua 4:23-24 

TODAY’S THOUGHT:  

As a believer in God, I have no trouble trusting that His Word’s recorded miracles, are true. I believe that He split the Red Sea 
just as much as I trust He stopped the flow of the raging Jordan River the day Joshua and the Israelite people crossed over into 
the Promised Land. God created all things and is in charge of all that is in them, so it shouldn’t be a surprise to anyone who 
believes that He could suspend the flow of a river or split the sea. Equally, it shouldn’t be hard for us to see why God did these 
miracles. He did them because the people of Israel were going to be facing enormous challenges, and they needed to see 
right from the beginning of their new life in the Promised Land that their God was with them. They had experienced God doing 
the impossible, giving them the faith to know He was sufficiently able to handle any of their challenges. 

The miraculous crossing of the Jordan by Joshua and the Israelites reveals to us three significant results. It allowed the people 
to memorialize the moment and set up a monument to God that would forever remind them of what He did for them. It allowed 
God to magnify Joshua before the people solidifying his leadership and his faith in the Lord. And lastly, it terrified there would 
be enemies.  As important as all of these results are, I would like to primarily focus on the two memorials that God asked Josh-
ua to construct. According to the text, God instructed Joshua to have twelve of his leaders pick up and carry twelve stones they 
would find on the riverbed near where the priests were standing with the Ark and take them to the other side of the river. Each 
stone would represent one of the twelve tribes of Israel. Then Joshua sent his men to pick up twelve stones from the wilderness 
area where they had come from and had them placed on the dry riverbed at the feet of the priests. These stones would be 
washed over with water once the priests stepped out of the river.  It would come to symbolize Israel’s baptism and their new 
lives in the Promised Land.   

Joshua had the twelve stones that came out of the Jordan piled into a monument in the Promised Land near Gilgal. The memo-
rial of stones on Israel’s side of the Jordan became a visible marker for future generations, reminding them of the great miracle 
that had taken place there, crossing the Jordan. Joshua told the people that the memorial would cause their children to ask 
about the stones. Each time they would be asked, they could say to them that the Lord caused the river to stop flowing and 
dried the ground so His people could cross into the Promised Land.  The people were mainly ‘to be prepared to drive home the 
meaning of these things: ‘… that all the peoples of the earth may know the hand of the Lord, that it is mighty, that you may fear 
the Lord your God forever’ (v. 24).

Joshua 4 tells us a lot about our God. Even at our best, we never come close to fully understanding the greatness of the God 
we serve. We know that God is great in power and can undoubtedly override nature’s laws anytime He wants.  Further, we 
know that God is great in grace. He did for us, what we cannot do for ourselves. And because of this, He is due our complete 
worship and obedience.  One way we can remember all that our God has done for us is to participate in the Lord’s Supper. 
Each time we memorialize what Jesus did for us, let us not forget how much we owe so that we will live for His glory with com-
plete resolve. 

• Why did Joshua set up a monument of 12 stones?

• What lessons do we learn in Israel’s crossing of the Jordan? 

• What are the greatest stones of memorial in your life? 

• What important lesson of faith has been passed on to you from one of your elders?

FURTHER READING:  JOHN 3:16-17

SPEND SOME TIME IN PRAYER:

A=ADORATION  C=CONFESSION  T=THANKSGIVING  S=SUPPLICATION


