
HOPE WHEN LIFE HURTS 
  
  
THURSDAY: August 5, 2020 
  
Read: James 3:13-18 
  
Scripture Verse: “But the wisdom that comes from heaven is pure. That’s the most important 
thing about it. And that’s not all. It also loves peace. It thinks about others. It obeys. It is full of 
mercy and good fruit. It is fair. It doesn’t pretend to be what it is not.” [16] 
  
Today’s Thought: Two Kinds of Wisdom 

“There was a great race between a team of the wise and a team of the foolish. The wise 
people won by a mile. So the foolish people hired an expert to figure out what went wrong. He 
reported that the wise people had one person steering and eight people rowing, while they had 
eight people steering and only one-person rowing.  “Aha,” said the foolish people who 
immediately restructured their team: Now they had one senior manager, seven management 
consultants, and one rower. In the rematch, the wise people won by two miles! After further 
intensive consultations, the foolish people fired their rower!”  Source: unknown 
origin               CONSIDER THIS: In the above story reality was staring the foolish team right in 
the face, but they just couldn’t see it. The fully lived life is all about seeing, seeing differently, 
seeing things as they really are.  It has been said that “We do not see things as they are, we see 
things as we are.”  But Godly wisdom begins by choosing to see things His way. 
  
In our text today, James points out two kinds of wisdom: God’s wisdom and the World’s 
wisdom.  When are hearts are constantly filled with jealousy and bitterness, we are living by 
worldly wisdom.  When our only concern in life is getting ahead financially, we live by the 
world’s wisdom.  This kind of wisdom James tells us does not come down from heaven or from 
the Holy Spirit but from the devil himself.  The world’s brand of wisdom will cause our lives to 
be a mess.  John Wesley described this kind of wisdom as earthly, animalistic, and devilish.  This 
is not the kind of wisdom that is the gift of Christ but is of the kind breathed into the soul by 
Satan.  The point of the matter is we are to avoid living by the wisdom of this world. 
  
There is another kind of wisdom, God’s wisdom.  This kind of wisdom comes from above and it 
has many characteristics so we can recognize it.  It is pure not of this earth.  It is peaceable, quiet 
and inoffensive. God’s wisdom is gentle, soft, and mild; it is easy to appeal to.  It is wisdom that 
produces good fruit both in heart and life.  It shows no partiality toward anyone and rejects all 
evil.  This is the wisdom of God. It is ‘the wisdom that is from above’ (v. 17). It is wisdom that 
springs from God and pertains to God.[17] 
  
When we allow God’s wisdom to lead us down the path of life, we achieve a wonderful result. It 
is called “righteousness” and “right conduct.”  It is right living, living that is in agreement with 
the will of God.  Notice the sequence here.  Right living is the direct result of a peaceful people 
sowing the seeds of peace.  And the people of peace are those who are driven by true 
wisdom.[18]   



Here is the challenge we face.  As followers of Christ we have the opportunity, but also the 
responsibility, to demonstrate by how we live that we function on the basis of wisdom that 
comes from above.   
  
Lastly, as we, live our lives as a demonstration of God’s wisdom, we must believe that 
unbelievers will observe and take note and then desire to have wisdom from God as well.  When 
others express a desire for this kind of wisdom, we can point them to the Lord Jesus Christ, who 
is himself ‘wisdom’ from God. Jesus is God’s wise way of providing forgiveness of sins and 
eternal glory for all who receive him as their Lord and Savior.[19] 
  
In order to live a good life, we live by God’s wisdom.     
  

•      What indications do you see that many churches are being driven by false 
wisdom?[20] 
•      What can you do to help our children distinguish between false wisdom and true 
wisdom and to be driven to ‘true’ wisdom?  

  
Further Reading: Psalm 1 
  

•      How do the verses in Psalm 1 depict the person who is driven by the wisdom of 
God?  
•      How do these verses depict the person who is driven by false wisdom?  

  
Spend some time in prayer:  Father, help us be driven to live by your wisdom. 
  
A=adoration 
C=confession 
T=thanksgiving 
S=supplication 
  
Seeking God’s Wisdom,  
  
Pastor Randy 
  
 
 
 
 
 


